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state of whose union? 
SEATTLE, WA--In general, workers are cyni-

cal about the American dream Obama was selling
in his State of the Union address. Too many are
living in a nightmare. But the hard fact is that
cynicism will get you only so far. We need an al-
ternative vision that none of the presidential can-
didates can offer.

Obama told “a story of success that every
American can share--the basic American promise
that if you worked hard, you could do well
enough to raise a family, own a home, send your
kids to college and put a little away for retire-
ment.”

“The defining issue of our time is to keep that
promise alive,” he said. “We can either settle for
a country where a shrinking number of people do
really well while a growing number of Americans
can barely get by, or we can restore an economy
where everyone gets a fair shot, and everyone
does their fair share, and everyone plays by the
same set of rules.”

But it is precisely this set of capitalist rules that
makes this promise of more equal distribution of

wealth such a lie.
Have you ever played Monopoly? You divvy

up the money equally to begin the game. You buy
and sell and always someone gets it all while the
rest lose. Those are the rules of capitalism.

That is why Obama’s call for higher taxes on
the rich and restoring “middle-class” manufac-
turing jobs is just putting lipstick on a pig. In fact,
the Buffet rule--requiring the rich to pay at least
the same percentage in taxes as workers--pro-
vides political cover for a system based on driv-
ing down the workers’ standard of living. 

Obama proposes tax breaks for corporations
that open factories in high unemployment areas.
Boeing, for one, just made a fortune on those tax
breaks. The company opened a new factory in
low-wage, non-union South Carolina. In the
process, they eliminated thousands of better-pay-
ing jobs in Washington State. More manufactur-
ing and more income inequality! 

Rather than the illusion of more equal distri-
bution of wealth, we need to eliminate personal
wealth. Rather than spending all our energy
struggling for non-existent “family wage” jobs,
we have to fight to eliminate exploitive jobs, the
only kind possible under capitalism. Everyone
should work according to their commitment and
ability, and get what they need.

Of course, the dog-eat-dog rules of capitalism
won’t allow this. That is why Job One is to mo-
bilize the masses for communism.

Marching To The Bosses’ Tune
It’s no accident that Obama couched his fairy

tale in nationalist and militarist terms. “When you
put on that [US Armed forces] uniform, it doesn’t
matter if you’re black or white; Asian, Latino,
Native American; conservative, liberal; rich,
poor; gay, straight.  When you’re in the thick of
the fight, you rise or fall as one unit, serving one
nation, leaving no one behind…. As long as we
are joined in common purpose, … our future is
hopeful and the state of our Union will always be
strong.”

Nationalism is the bosses go-to card, especially
in these times of crisis. First, it prepares us to
march behind US bosses to war. The capitalist
economic crisis has shaken U.S. imperialism.
Obama’s pitiful attempt to deny the decline of the
empire stood out. Never before has a U.S. presi-
dent been forced to include such a denial in a

State of the Union speech. Obama doth protest
too much!

Ultimately, the bosses know their decline can
only be reversed by war against their competitors.
Although this speech was not an overt war
speech, the constant references to challengers
China and Iran painted a clear picture. Small
wars, regional wars and eventually world war are
on the bosses’ agenda. 

The Union the bosses want is a union of U.S.
workers and U.S. bosses hidden behind the slo-
gan “American jobs for American workers.” Next
step: sacrifice your sons and daughters on the
altar of U.S. corporate profits.

Second, nationalism reduces the fight against
racism, sexism and exploitation to a struggle for
an illusory fairer capitalism. This fairy tale of a
“fair capitalism” is central to the bosses’ political
preparation for war.

But even more importantly, nationalism short-
circuits the only way to eliminate racism, sexism
and exploitation: communist revolution.

Beyond Cynicism
At a recent ICWP dinner about a dozen work-

ers and students discussed Obama’s speech. The
same cynicism that is present in the population
as a whole was reflected in the discussion.

But this group went beyond cynicism. The dis-
cussion focused on the communist alternative,
motivating these comrades and friends to spread
the reach of our Party.

They took more Red Flags because they had
run out of the papers. The young comrades made
a list of Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) that
their friends and classmates and co-workers had
about communism. They plan to answer these
questions in the pages of Red Flag.

They took dozens more of our manifesto Mo-

bilize the Masses for Communism to further the
struggle with dozens of their friends. We dis-
cussed the tens of thousands of these pamphlets
we are distributing in the heat of class struggle.
This openness to a communist alternative is
building, as is the enthusiasm of our comrades
and friends to the possibility of building such a
movement. Our future--not the future of the
bosses’ system--is hopeful if we can expand on
developments like these.

In an ICWP study group, we talked about re-
ligion and communism. This came up because
several of us have had contact with workers
who could join ICWP and who are religious.
We all agree that we’ve had ties with believers
and that often they haven’t been won. On the
contrary they have distanced themselves from
us after we confront the ideas they defend.
Here we write about some ideas that we dis-
cussed that have been treacherously instilled
in the believers by the exploiters.

They have made us believe, as an oppres-
sed class, that the Kingdom of God is not of
this earth. They say that heaven (paradise) is
where we’ll enjoy our reward for having suffe-
red the injustices of the wealth that creates the
divisions in which we live. This argument was
instilled when the Bible was modified in the
13th century. After they recommended that
using the name of God in vain is a sin, the
word “God” was substituted for heaven and
added to the prayers, painted in murals, and
engraved in the minds of many workers.
That’s because the exploiters were afraid that
the poor (or the “just,” according to the church)

would challenge them in this world.
The believers see it as bad that we want to

achieve communism through the violent road,
forgetting that this is the only way that the ex-
ploiters will surrender the means of produc-
tion. We have to convince them by using some
violent passages from the Bible, like when
Jesus and his followers drove the Pharisees
from the temple. Capitalism kills us with hun-
ger while there is food, and with sickness
while there is a cure…We must ask which is
more violent: to shoot a bullet or to keep us
from eating? Is it less vicious to shorten a per-
son’s life and vitality than to cut it off sud-
denly? To defend our life is something we
cannot renounce.

No Christian document mentions the wicked
without contrasting them to the poor. There-
fore, to be rich is to be wicked and to be poor
is to be just. For example, a passage in the
New Testament says, “It is easier for a camel
to pass through the eye of a needle than for a
rich person to enter the Kingdom of God.” We
could use this to say that the only way to save
the rich is to deprive them of that which makes

them wicked.
They accuse us communists of caring more

about humanity than God, and that’s really the
case. In what way could we “give food to the
hungry or cure the sick,” as the Catholics say,
if we leave the means of production in the
hands of the exploiters?

We comrades in the meeting accepted that
there are well-intentioned people who come
around the Catholic Church when they don’t
find another option. We think that there are
many people who are winnable to ICWP. We
should know how to explain to them, have rea-
sons, and know how to win them to commu-
nism, rather than confronting them and driving
them away.

It’s an honor to be a communist. Commu-
nism has been a project of humanity from pe-
riods long ago:  Spartacus, Jesus, Marx,
Engels, Lenin, Stalin and Mao have been epi-
sodes of this project. In this historic moment,
ICWP is the vanguard and it’s up to us to
move forward the only project of salvation for
the workers. Join ICWP. 

CoMrades in MexiCo disCuss heaven and earth


