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MoBilize the Masses for CoMMunisM

soldiers, sailors, workers: 
fight for CoMMunist Power

LOS ANGELES, January 31—Kaiser workers staged their 4th one-day strike in a year. Strikers

gladly took about 165 copies of Red Flag, donated money, and some read articles with interest

during the strike. Of those who read the Kaiser article, many strongly agreed that we don’t

need money and need a new system. Still, the workers’ mood was hopeful toward the one-

day strike, but they will continue to fight the same struggle in future years unless they break

away from union reformist demands and fight for an elimination of our exploiters.

CoMMunisM is More and
More on transit workers’

Minds

Pentagon Budget Mirrors
Bosses’ Plans to Confront

China
LOS ANGELES--Capitalism’s

economic crisis is deepening and
the preparations for world war are
accelerating. Both events are pro-
foundly affecting workers interna-
tionally. 

On one hand, life is becoming
more unbearable. On the other, it is
clearer and clearer to millions that
capitalism can’t meet our needs and
that we need a new system. 

Many are going from questioning
capitalism to actually considering
communism to be a viable alterna-
tive. This is the case at MTA.

When Stan first came to an Inter-
national Communist Workers’ Party
(ICWP) meeting, he said:

“All my life I had been told bad
things about communism. I never
thought that I would be coming to a
meeting and discussing commu-
nism.”

Here are some excerpts of a re-
cent conversation:

Stan: Yes, the bosses helped cre-
ate this mass unemployment by ex-
porting jobs overseas.

Ben: Precisely. They can’t help
it. Competing for market share, the
capitalists look for where to super-
exploit workers. Also, they intro-
duce machines at home to produce
more with fewer workers.

Stan: But then more people can’t
afford to buy what they produce.

Ben: Yes, it then becomes a crisis
of overproduction. They can’t sell
what they produce. Yet millions
can’t satisfy their basic needs. It
shows the need to destroy capital-
ism.

Stan: Well, we can become inde-
pendent.

Ben: No, that’s no solution. We
will either end up being exploiters
or bankrupt. No, we need a revolu-
tion.

Stan: I guess you’re right. I’m
ready for the revolution. When do

See LA METRO, page 2 See WAR BUDGET, page 4

Soldiers are talking about the
cuts in the new military budget and
what they mean. Looking beneath
the surface of the Pentagon’s an-
nouncement of reduced spending,
the message is that the bosses are
preparing for wider and more inten-
sive imperialist wars. According to
the LA Times, “The plan is meant to
shift spending away from the heavy
commitment of troops and equip-
ment needed to fight the wars of the
last decade, and to instead beef up
the Navy and other assets to help
counter Iran, China and North
Korea.”

According to the Washington

Post, the budget reflects “a new
strategic focus on the Pacific.”

According to Defense Secretary
Leon Panetta, the budget cuts in-
clude cutting some soldiers and
marines and eliminating obsolete
equipment. These cuts are decep-
tive. Soldiers and Marines are the

part of the budget that are least ex-
pensive and easiest to replace when
war needs demand. 

The savings, supposedly “peace
dividends,” will be used to upgrade
and replace defense systems whose
construction requires more time.
The Pentagon plans “new genera-
tion bombers capable of penetrating
modern air defense systems like
that of China.” Also, carriers and
long range bombers will be kept
and submarines will be upgraded.
This means more war against work-
ers here and worldwide. This is the
true nature of this war budget.

With ever-increasing competi-
tion, US imperialists are facing the
daunting task of  keeping militarily
ahead of countries like China and
Russia. Even though competition
now seems mainly economic, US
imperialists know very well that ul-
timate power lies with the capital-
ists with the stronger, most
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committed military force. This is the reason that
the US is changing its defense priorities, to focus
on China and try to come back with a vengeance. 

For the imperialists, serious steps need to be
taken before launching the next war. First, the US

bosses need to convince the soldiers, work-
ers and students in the US that war will be

necessary and in our interest. We shouldn’t fall
for their lies. They’re fighting for their empire at
our expense. Even when they tell soldiers they
want us to be “critical thinkers,” it’s just to help
the bosses fight for their empire, to exploit more

workers.
They will try to pit US workers against

Chinese workers. Many articles in the
bosses’ media talk about competition with
countries like China and about Iran’s nuclear
quest. In the name of “democracy,” “peace,”
and “economic survival,” US imperialists
will try to win domestic support for wider
war, to get us to fight patriotically for the
bosses. 

They are modernizing the current military
force that continues to use drones to spy on
and bomb other countries, while they cut
jobs, health care and pensions. Obama’s mil-
itary budget includes increases for every
year for five years, except one.  It’s no sur-
prise that the Pentagon plans to discontinue
drones like the one captured in Iran, and
build a group of new ones with the latest
technology.

Perhaps the brass is afraid of the rank and file
refusing to follow orders when told to bomb in-
nocent civilians. This explains why the bosses
created a military elite group that controls drones
from a central control station. But soldiers, sailors
and Marines from many ranks refused orders dur-
ing the Vietnam War. In fact, the rulers got a taste
of how low morale can affect the wars in Viet-
nam, Iraq and Afghanistan. You can bet that the
temporary reduction in troops is also a plan to
weed out rebellious soldiers who have experi-
enced the harsh reality of war and who don’t be-
lieve the lies of the brass and the rulers.

The Pentagon has revealed that the Navy
forces will be maintained. This includes ten car-
rier air wings, eleven aircraft carriers and all am-
phibious assault ships. The only elimination is the
Ticonderoga class cruisers, which need extensive
repairs. In fact, all this talk of downsizing is re-
ally planning for the next wars. 

Workers, soldiers and sailors around the world
should realize the truth of the matter: the imperi-
alists are gearing up for world war and we must
organize in the ranks of the soldiers, sailors and
Marines to turn imperialist war into communist
revolution. We need a communist world without
wars for profits or exploitation.  Join us!

WAR BUDGET from page 1

LOS ANGELES—Hundreds of students dash
from college to college, trying to “crash” classes
that filled up long ago.  They are desperate to fin-
ish degrees that might get them jobs.   Meanwhile
new California-wide and federal regulations will
force out many who are trying to balance school,
work, and family, or who were victims of the
racist mis-education system.  

Halfway around the globe, thousands of
prospective students and their parents massed
outside the University of Johannesburg, South
Africa, last month, seeking a last chance for ad-
mission.  When the gates opened and the crowd
surged, a woman was trampled to death. Public
South African universities turn away over half
their applicants.  The government pushes students
toward vocational schools (F.E.T. colleges) to
remedy its “dire skills shortage.”  But F.E.T. col-
leges, like US two-year colleges, have a huge
drop-out rate.  Even graduates often can’t find
jobs.

During the long and militant 1999 strike at the
huge National Autonomous University of Mex-
ico, many students complained that massive fee
hikes would force working-class youth into vo-
cational rather than academic programs.   Com-
munists replied that students should unite with
industrial workers, key to revolution, instead of
trying vainly to escape the working class.   

A similar struggle is now going on in Califor-
nia, where new regulations are transforming pub-
lic two-year colleges to intensify the tracking of
students into vocational or college-prep pro-
grams.  All schooling prepares youth for their
place in the system of production.  In racist cap-
italism, that mostly means wage slavery, whether
in white-collar jobs that require college degrees
or in the factories.  

Academic programs push pro-boss ideas and
train students to jump endlessly through hoops.
Those who make it are encouraged to think of
themselves as superior, and those who don’t are
made to feel like failures.  The real failure is cap-
italism.

The opposition of academic and vocational ed-
ucation is a feature of class society that will dis-
appear under communism.  We’ll all work,
including manual labor, and we’ll all study.  We’ll
learn languages to communicate globally, dialec-

tical materialist philosophy to analyze and
change the world, and everything else that will
help us build the world we want and need.

Rulers Take Advantage of Budget Crisis
Colleges are scrambling to replace lost funding

with contracts, grants, and industry/government
partnerships.  The ruling class intervenes more
directly in what gets taught, to whom, and how.

For example, war contractor Caterpillar is
moving production from Canada to North Car-
olina, where wages are lower because of a long
history of racism. The company isn’t paying for
on-the-job training.  Instead it turns to Forsyth
Tech, where “Assemblers do assembly training
…machinists do machining training,” according
to an instructor.  Many students pay $$thousands
getting trained for $10/hour jobs that they may or
may not get.  

Many community colleges administer the
NCRC-Plus “career readiness” test.  The “Plus”
tests “soft skills” like “discipline, dependability,
attitude/optimism, and teamwork.”  Companies
like Boeing hope to use such tests to weed out re-
bellious workers. It won’t work!  

Youth must optimistically join the Voc Ed pro-
grams, the factories, and the barracks, confident
that the masses can be mobi-
lized for communism.  We must
develop that dependability, dis-
cipline, and teamwork to build
the International Communist
Workers’ Party – learning much
more in the process.  

Communism Will Unite
Work and Study to Serve the

Masses
Capitalist managers are sup-

posed to be “thinkers” and
workers the “doers,” treated like
beasts of burden.   So vocational
training generally ignores the
complex cognitive skills in-
volved in all work.  Instead, stu-
dents are shown “how” with
very little “why.”  

The same is true in academic
classes.  Colleges talk about
“critical thinking” but workers
and students aren’t schooled to

think critically about anything. That’s one thing
the rulers really can’t afford!

The “head versus hand” division serves to jus-
tify capitalist rule over us, the working class who
produce everything.  Class society can’t provide
meaningful work or meaningful education, be-
cause it separates the two in the service of ex-
ploitation.  

Communism, in contrast, will unite planning
and doing, learning and producing, as we work
collectively to serve the needs of the masses. The
Chinese Cultural Revolution provides some help-
ful examples, such as the Wukou Tea-Growing
Middle School in 1968.  Plantation workers, tea-
growing peasants, and technical workers became
teachers.  Workshops, tea gardens, and fields be-
came classrooms.  “We have learnt from our
worker-peasant teachers what we could never
have learnt in the classroom before,” students de-
clared.  

Today, communist class struggle is our “class-
room” as we organize for communist revolution
and prepare to build communist society.  Every
Red Flag reader must become a teacher as well
as a learner!  Read, discuss, support, distribute,
and write for our “textbook,” Red Flag!

Bosses Reorganize Community Colleges for War

CoMMunisM will unite “head” and “hand” in work, eduCation

LONDON, ONTARIO, CANADA, Jan. 21—Caterpillar Inc locked

out workers and threatened to move to the US after they re-

jected a contract offer that would have slashed wages in half

and cut benefits while the company reports record profits.

The Yemeni government is desperately trying to

crush a wave of mutinies at military airbases.

Rebellious soldiers have demanded the ouster of

officers who steal from them and amnesty for

those who refused to fire on protesters.
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Join the international Communist 

Workers’ Party   (iCWP)

WWW.iCWPredflag.org  — (310) 487-7674  

e-mail: iCWP@anonymoussPeeCh.Com

Write to:  P.m.B. 362

3175 s. hoover st., los angeles, Ca

90007, usa

US “Asia Pivot” Prepares for World War

workers, soldiers, students: Pivot to CoMMunisM!
“China is now an economic superpower and

is fast becoming a military force capable of un-
settling America.”  —The Economist, January
2012 

The US-China relationship is a clear contra-
diction:  the unity and struggle of opposites.  The
two economies are deeply interconnected but
locked in fierce competition for global markets
and energy resources.  In any contradiction, unity
is temporary and relative.  Struggle drives in-
evitable change.  For the US and China, that will
mean war – world war.

Imperialist competition and war are fundamen-
tal features of capitalism.  Communism will wipe
out national borders and organize the masses
worldwide into one International Communist
Workers’ Party.  Increased production in one re-
gion will help workers everywhere.  The only war
will be the struggle to suppress every attempt to
restore class society. 

The coming world war is our opportunity to
mobilize the masses, especially rank-and-file mil-
itary, for communism.      

Obama Says:  US a “Pacific Power”
Last November, announcing a beefed-up US

garrison in Australia, US President Obama de-
clared that “in the Asia Pacific in the 21st century,
the United States of America is all in.” 

Since World War II, the US has kept dozens of
military bases, a sizable naval presence, and tens
of thousands of troops in Japan, South Korea and
elsewhere in Asia-Pacific.  The north Australia
base strengthens US access to the South China
Sea.  

But China is Australia’s largest trading part-
ner.  And “China’s submarines and missile plat-
forms, soon to be backed up by an aircraft carrier
taskforce, are projecting naval power into regions
where the US has dominated since 1945,” writes
Simon Tisdell in The Guardian (UK).

Without naming China, Obama unveiled the

US military “pivot to Asia” on January 4th. His
chair of the Joint Chiefs of Staff said that “all
trends … are shifting toward the Pacific. So our
strategic challenges will largely emanate out of
the Pacific region” and the coastal areas of the In-
dian Ocean, including the Persian Gulf. 

Obama did mention China five times in his
State of the Union Address, suggesting that the
US economy struggles because of China’s rapid
growth.  He also called for “bringing jobs back
to the US” (“reindustrialization”). The first point
shows why US imperialism needs to prepare to
fight China.  The second shows how it’s prepar-
ing for that fight.

Michael Klare writes that “almost every tanker
bringing oil to China travels across the South
China Sea … By securing naval dominance of the
South China Sea and adjacent waters, the Obama
administration evidently aims to acquire the
twenty-first century energy equivalent of twenti-
eth-century nuclear blackmail.”  The Chinese
capitalists’ calculated, long-term plan to build
“staggeringly expensive pipelines across the en-
tire expanse of Asia to the Caspian Sea basin,”
says Klare, shows their deep concern. (Le Monde

Diplomatique, Decembeer, 2011)  
US Anti-War Movement:  

Narrow Focus on Iran
Iran is crucial to China’s energy strategy.

That’s the main reason why US imperialists are
urgently trying to contain (if not control) Iran. 

A comrade reports that his anti-war organiza-
tion talks a lot about Iran and very little about
China.  At a recent meeting, a Red Flag reader
drew the connections.  She noted that ten years
ago the US invaded Iraq to maintain control over
Mideast petrodollars.   The stakes in Iran are
higher:  the survival of the US empire, which is
trying to starve China of energy.  

Later she distributed a summary of the last Red

Flag editorial.   “This is very helpful, thank you!”

said one friend who read it during a boring dis-
cussion.  Others are fighting for the organization
to study inter-imperialist rivalry instead of dron-
ing pacifist platitudes.  These friends are in a din-
ner-discussion group that has met for five years.
Many read Red Flag and help in different ways.   

Global mass uprisings are creating the condi-
tions for broad discussion of the urgency of a new
society.  History shows “ how much the masses

stand to lose by choosing sides amongst imperi-

alist powers rather than fighting to end capital-

ism,” the handout said. “The masses are in

motion.  It matters a whole lot what they choose

to fight for.” 
As increasing numbers choose to fight for

communism, the main contradiction in the world
will change from inter-imperialist rivalry to all-
out revolutionary class struggle.  Worldwide
communist workers’ power will reorganize pro-
duction and distribution, without money, to serve
the needs of the masses.  Communism will un-
leash mass creativity to develop and share new
technologies and energy sources.  Nowhere will
anyone be better-off or worse-off than anyone
else.   

Join the ICWP — help pivot the masses to
communism!  

you think it will start?
We talked about the need to mobilize the

masses for communism. We both agreed it was
not an easy task but that it could be done. He
thought that a general strike by MTA workers that
shuts down Los Angeles would be a good start.
He said that unlike previous strikes, the buses
would have to be stopped completely.

Stan: What would be the demands? It
wouldn’t be for higher wages, right?

Ben: No, they would have to be political slo-
gans that point toward communism. Demanding
higher wages would just perpetuate our wage
slavery. We need to destroy it!

Stan: You’re right. Higher wages wouldn’t be
a unifying slogan. It divides us from other work-
ers. We need something that would unify us all!

The conversation got more politically intense.
We talked about the simmering volcano below a
sea of seemingly passive masses. We talked about
Wisconsin and the Occupy movement as exam-
ples of the masses beginning to stir. We talked
about the 1992 LA Rebellion triggered by the
Rodney King beating, showing small events can
trigger huge ones. We both agree that we want

the masses to rise with the right ideas. We want a
vision of communism in the minds of those who
will pull the trigger on capitalism.

We said good-bye till another day. Self criti-
cally, when he asked, “When will the revolution
start?” I should have answered that it has already
started. We are on the road to revolution, mobi-
lizing the masses for communism. I should have
asked him to join ICWP. It is not too late. I know
he will read this article. We would be more than
honored if he joined ICWP. The working class
needs communist fighters like him, and also like
you who are reading this.  
Like capitalism, MTA continues relentlessly

its reign of terror against workers
A driver from Division 15 told us that Man-

agement prohibits them from carrying their cell
phones on them, turned off or not. However,
since there are no public phones, management
wants drivers to use them to call in if their buses
stall or the radio fails. 

Management is also forcing drivers to sign an
agreement granting them access to the drivers’
monthly telephone bills. This is to get proof of
“illegal” use of cell phones to fire drivers. 

Other drivers report that MTA wants to force

drivers to work overtime for free. Due to budget
cuts, routes that had five buses running now only
have three. Drivers can’t service these routes
within the old allotted time. They routinely finish
their shift twenty or more minutes late. Manage-
ment is now suspending drivers who submit those
minutes for overtime pay.

Many drivers who regularly finish 5 to 10 min-
utes late never submit them for overtime because
of the hassle. Now MTA wants to make this un-
paid labor “official.”

With friends like the union officials, who
needs enemies?

The union is a dues-collecting machine that
does the bosses’ bidding. Expect nothing good
from them or any other union leader. Unionism
only leads us down the path of reformism and
electoral politics. Both are deadly traps.

It bodes well for the revolution that more MTA
workers see us and communism as a viable alter-
native to these traitors and capitalism. Join the
growing numbers reading, distributing and fi-
nancing Red Flag and our manifesto Mobilize

the Masses for Communism. Most important,
join ICWP to move the revolution forward.

LA METRO from page 1


