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SEATTLE, WA--This past week there have
been several articles published in the Seattle

Times and New York Times about an investigation
at Madigan Army Medical Center (Ft. Lewis,
Washington).

Since 2003 there has been an intensive-treat-
ment program there for soldiers returning from
Iraq and/or Afghanistan, who suffer from post
traumatic stress disorder (PTSD). Some of these
soldiers had been deployed multiple times, even
after being wounded or diagnosed with PTSD.

Most of the time they were put on anti-depres-
sants and shipped right back into combat.  Since
they have returned home, many suffer from
flashbacks, nightmares and other sleep disorders.
Some have severe paranoia and fear that someone
is out to kill them, so they carry a weapon at all
times. Domestic violence is common. Families
break apart. 

The Madigan PTSD program, however, was
closed in 2010, the same year that 18,000 soldiers
returned to Ft. Lewis from the bosses’ bloody
wars.

But the war is not over for these soldiers and
their families. Now they must fight those who

seek to deny them their benefits and retirement
by reversing the PTSD diagnosis.

Dr. William Keppler is a retired Army officer
who heads the forensic psychiatric team assess-
ing the PTSD diagnoses of soldiers under consid-
eration for medical retirement at Madigan.  He
has said that these soldiers were malingerers who
were lying or exaggerating their symptoms!

One member of the team broke every rule of
patient confidentiality when he mentioned a pa-
tient by name, declaring that he does not have
PTSD.

Another Nazi psychiatric team member said
that these soldiers could cost the Army $1.5 mil-
lion over a lifetime, so they had to make sure no
one was “rubber stamping” PTSD diagnoses!

Yet they had no problem appropriating billions
of dollars to run their wars in the Middle East. 

Doctors and other professionals are being used
as the “gate keepers” to the healthcare system.

President Obama said in his State of the Union
address, “When you put on that  (U.S. Army) uni-
form, it doesn’t matter if you are black or white”
blah, blah, blah. However, it seems that it does
matter if you are a worker who comes back from

war all messed up. They don’t want to pay your
retirement or medical benefits.

The working class cannot go on like this. We
are forced to “need” jobs and money to survive
under capitalism. But, under communism we will
abolish money. We will not have “jobs” that pay
most workers barely enough to survive and a few
way too much. We will have work, which we will
do collectively. We will receive what we need.
And we will not fight workers in another part of
the world to grab oil or other resources. We will
make decisions based on what materials are
needed to live safe and efficient lives…not based
on private profit or national ownership.

To do this, we must mobilize the masses to rise
up and defeat capitalism forever. This is indeed,
a huge task. We can start by getting our literature
out to as many workers, students, and soldiers as
possible. Talk to them about these ideas.  Discuss
why another candidate, or a version of capitalism
that is more “fair” will not work. Invite them to
our political and social events. March with them
on May Day. A communist revolution is the only
solution!
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tional working class.  They sold 170 manifestos
and collected 310 pesos (about $30).

Another comrade was very pleased that we
came to talk and listen, to show that there’s hope
of a better world. He commented that every time
he goes into the street he sees so much injustice
that when he comes back home he shuts himself
up inside his home and cries with shame that his
wife and children will see this. He promised to
read, write for, and organize around Red Flag . 

We all pledged to read and analyze our mani-
festo and distribute our newspaper. We empha-
sized that it was very important to meet
consistently and we’ll do so every two weeks. In
the next meeting, a comrade will talk about how
religion is a mortal trap for our class, and we’ll
analyze our literature as a group. We ended the
meeting with a delicious dinner and with the joy
of continuing on the revolutionary road of ICWP. 
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Feb. 4—Thousands of teachers led by the
CNTE (National Coordinating Body of Educa-
tion Workers) marched to demand national nego-
tiations to eliminate the Alliance for the Quality
of Education (ACE). This “quality” represents
plans to privatize education through labor and ed-
ucation policies pushed by the government and
the union leadership since May 2008.

Other demands are: to cancel to universal
teacher evaluations and reforms to the program
of teaching careers; to guarantee the rank and
file’s positions; and to fire Esther Gordillo, leader
of the SNTE (National Union of Education
Workers).

The leaders of the teachers in Michoacán, Oax-
aca, and Mexico City affirmed that at least 45,000
education facilities in 24 states stopped work.
The largest contingents were led by Sections 9
and 10 of Mexico City. According to organizers,
100,000 teachers and other education workers
demonstrated.

In Oaxaca, Guer-
rero, and Guanaju-
ato they marched,
taking over govern-
ment offices and
toll booths, and car-
ried out sit-ins at the
entrances of self-
service stores. In
Chilpancingo, some
600 teachers took
over the toll booth
of Palo Blanco for
three hours, where
the toll is 105 pesos,

asking drivers to donate 50 pesos. The protests
are also in solidarity with the Rural Normal
School of Ayotzinapa and to demand a political
trial of the governor of Guerrero, Angel Aguirre
Rivero, for the deaths of two students last De-
cember 12th during the police eviction of the sit-
in on the Freeway of the Sun.  Teachers
occupying another toll booth in the state of Oax-
aca allowed the cars to pass freely.

The International Communist Workers’ Party
(ICWP) distributed MMC (Mobilize the Masses

for Communism) in the big teachers’ march,
even though there was resistance to reading com-
munist literature. We asked that they read the
document even when they didn’t give a donation.
Fifty teachers took it and gave donations (more
than we expected). These small steps have led us
to distribute almost 1000 MMC pamphlets in the
last few months. It’s our task to resume anew the
formation of communist class consciousness. In
order to destroy capitalism, the teachers, students,

and workers need to change their way of think-
ing.

In spite of all the good intentions, these
marches won’t end the education dictators with-
out fighting for communist slogans like:  An end
to capitalist education that teaches that studying
is worth more than being a worker! An end to rul-
ing-class education! We don’t need to be edu-
cated to blindly obey he who pays. The teachers
who are the creators of consciousness in this self-
ish society must take the responsibility to educate
themselves and others with communist ideas and
practices to be able to form the bases of a new so-
ciety.

We need workers’ power, not the idea of
“democracy from below.” Not one job will be se-
cure while the work is valued in a market where
it is bought or sold to make profit for some boss.
Let’s eliminate the social strata and not just
change one union leader for another with the
same outlook. Nor will smaller class size guaran-
tee a better education if the basis of the function-
ing of society is exploitation. Let’s fight for a
communist world without all the garbage of this
capitalist society. Let’s organize ICWP. Join the
Party!
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Workers around the

world, from Greece, to 

Israel, from Romania to

Honduras, from France to

Canada, are in motion

against the crisis of a ca-

pitalist system which can

never provide a decent

live for the working class. 




