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“Have you ever envisioned a world without
money? How would housing, food, work, and
health care be different in a world without
money?” These were questions raised during a
recent ICWP workers’ meeting. We divided into
four groups.  In every group there was a very
lively discussion and struggle about how a com-
munist society without money will function.
Everyone helped figure out how we’ll build a
communist world.

We discussed how capitalism creates many
stressors such as unemployment, poverty and
poor health that would be eliminated under com-
munism. Living in constant high stress affects our
heart, sleep, and immune system. Capitalism
doesn’t provide enough money to fund research
to cure diseases.  Under communism money will
not be a factor in determining whether we can
proceed with research on illnesses like AIDS and
cancer. Under communism we will eliminate the
use of pesticides that seep into our water, hor-
mones in our food, eating unhealthy animals/fish,
and pollution. One person talked about how in
McFarland, CA they “had classmates that devel-
oped cancer due to the pesticides. How my
mother would break out in hives almost daily

from working all day in the fields where pesti-
cides were used.” Under communism we will de-
cide what and how to produce using methods of
growing food and producing goods in ways that
keep our environment and well-being a priority. 

We discussed how capitalism feeds the indi-
vidualistic part of us and how communism will
feed our collective side. We discussed how indi-
vidualism often leads to mental illness. It is said
that suicide is the ultimate act of selfishness. A
mental health worker talked about how depres-
sion is an illness of isolation and that untreated
depression is the number one cause of suicide.
According to the Substance Abuse and Mental
Health Services Administration (2012), one in
five Americans experienced mental illness this
past year. Things such as unemployment, no
mental health care services, and addictions con-
tribute to these high numbers and are completely
preventable—but capitalism is unable to meet our
needs. 

Lastly we discussed how our spirit is slowly
destroyed by capitalism. When we are unem-
ployed for months on end, we begin to believe
there is something wrong with us.  The media’s
portrayal of poor people as “irresponsible”,

“lazy”, or “unambitious” is a HUGE lie, but un-
fortunately many internalize these beliefs. It is
difficult to feel good  about ourselves when we
live with the knowledge of injustice, but often
feel powerless to do anything about it. Our new
way of living under communism will transform
our relationships with others. From food produc-
tion to community living, every aspect of our
lives will be reshaped. 

Capitalist propaganda tries to convince us that
without money there would be no incentive/mo-
tivation to invent or work, but humans have been
thinking, creating, discovering and “working”
since the beginning of human existence. This oc-
curred prior to the existence of money and will
continue as long as humans have functioning
brains and bodies. As Sigmund Freud said, “Love
and work are the cornerstones of our human-
ness.” Activation is the antidote to depression.
Other than depressed individuals people do not
generally isolate themselves from society, unwill-
ing to contribute to some greater good. 

In the next issue an article will talk about other
aspects of organizing society without money that
were discussed during our meeting. Stay tuned.

Ñuñoa, CHILE – Students from an all-girls
high school took over their campus in January,
defying Chilean president Pinera’s plea for an
end to the massive student protests that rocked
Chile for seven months in 2011.  They demanded
readmission for activists who were kicked out
last year.  These young women also sharply at-
tacked the Ñuñoa mayor, who had called the ac-
tivists “prostitutes,” trying to use sexism to
isolate them. The protest movement is expected
to escalate when the University of Chile in San-
tiago reopens in March.

Last year, thousands of students bravely fought
Pinero’s riot cops under the banners of equality.
But the reformism of FECh (the Chilean Student
Federation) as well as the brutality of the capital-
ist state stands between them and their goal.
Only a communist revolution, ending wages and
the money system at the heart of capitalism, can
sweep away exploitation so that we can collec-
tively produce for the needs of the masses.  Only
a communist reorganization of work can end elit-
ism, alienation, and privilege.   
Education for the masses must be communist

education.
The Chilean student movement has attacked

the gross inequality of the school system and the
way it maintains class society as it did under the
Pinochet dictatorship.  The lack of free public ed-
ucation, the sky-high fees, and biased admissions
tests at public universities, exclude the children
of the masses.  Students also demand an end to
government subsidies of for-profit schools and
profit-making in universities.  

FECh leaders vie to be seen as “the most Left,”

knowing that the masses of students are
seeking radical solutions.  But appear-
ances can deceive.  

Media darling Camila Vallejo, former
FECh president and now vice-president,
is a youth leader of the Chilean “Commu-
nist” Party which seems to have learned
nothing from the Allende disaster forty
years ago.  It still relies on Chilean and
international capitalist institutions.  “We
cannot be on strike for three years,”
Camila said recently, promoting “differ-
ent conditions for mobilization,” specifi-
cally “the next political events, like the
elections.”  Meanwhile she visited Geneva,
Switzerland to ask the UN Human Rights Com-
missioner to keep Pinera’s government from
passing a new law that would criminalize most
mass protests.

In December, students seeking a more radical
leader elected Gabriel Boric as the new FECh
president.  His “Creating Left” party talks about
health care and the environment as well as edu-
cational issues.  It wants to create a university
movement that will “change the country.”  But
University students, alone, can’t fundamentally
change society.  Only the masses, acting on com-
munist ideas and led by industrial workers and
soldiers, can destroy class society and build a
world free from exploitation and privilege.  

Universities are capitalist institutions.
They do the research and train the technicians

needed by the corporate class and its state to max-
imize the profits sweated off workers’ backs.
They push capitalist ideas in a thousand forms.
For example, Chile’s Ministry of Education”
now wants to remove terms such as “military
dictatorship,” “coup,” and “systematic violation
of human rights” from Chile’s history curricu-
lum.  Actually, little of the truth about capital-
ism’s brutal history ever appears in textbooks –
and even less about the heroic struggles of the
masses to break the capitalist chains.

Worse, universities build walls between
young and older workers, and between “mental”
and “manual” labor. Working-class youth who
manage to get into university find themselves

under intense pressure to succeed so as to “give
back to the community.”  But it’s the masses
themselves who make history, not a handful of
college-educated “leaders.”  

Defeat racism – unite students and the
masses for communism

While Camila visits Switzerland, President
Pinera continues to use an “Anti-Terrorism Act”
dating from the Pinochet regime against the in-
digenous Mapuche population.   The Mapuches
are fighting hard against the huge logging and
mining industries that are destroying what little
land they have left.  Fech’s response?  A demand
for an “intercultural university” to meet “the
unique demands of Mapuche students.”  Instead
of uniting all students with this mass anti-racist
anti-capitalist movement, Fech pushes the divi-
sive idea of “indigenismo.” 

The issues facing students in Chile are not very
different from those in Mexico, the United States,
England, South Africa and many other places.
Student-government elections, like any other
elections, are a diversion.  Fights to “open up the
universities” or to “keep them open,” however
well-meaning, obscure the class nature of educa-
tion.  Instead, our fight must be to tear them down
along with all other capitalist institutions.  On the
campuses as in the factories and barracks, we
must develop and massively promote a vision of
communist work and education, by and for the
masses, uniting knowledge and practice to de-
velop more communists to serve the international
working class.

CHile:  students seeking equalitY need 
vision oF Communist eduCation
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