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moBilize tHe masses For Communism

MEXICO— We ended a nine-hour day among
farmworkers with a study group in the home of a
couple of ICWP comrades.  Seven of us met. One
comrade traveled an hour and a half, another cou-
ple lives two hours away, another two comrades
live a half an hour away, but we all gladly came
to the meeting. 

All are the children of farmworkers with
whom we work. They went to school (higher ed-
ucation) but they have poverty-wage jobs or are
unemployed. They no longer believe in capital-
ism and they’re willing to build ICWP for a com-
munist world.

We welcomed a new sympathizer of the Party
who agreed to read and learn more about com-
munism. We’re sure that soon she’ll be in our rev-
olutionary struggle.

We read the editorial in the latest Red Flag

called “Sharpening Conflict between US-Iran
Shows Urgent Need to Build ICWP Worldwide.”
A comrade commented that the Chinese bosses
have sharpened the fascism and exploitation of
workers in China and other parts of the world,
due to their insatiable need to control the world
and to take the US bosses’ empire away from
them. He explained that each group of bosses use
patriotic propaganda to get us to join their side,
but with any of them we’ll only find death and
poverty. The comrade urged us to spread the ideas
for the side of communism.

A comrade said that it’s true that people are fed
up with capitalism and are open to new ideas, al-
though not necessarily communist ideas, but that
this is a very big opportunity for people to learn
about communism.

Another comrade reinforced this idea and men-
tioned that the day before he had gone to sell our
manifesto, Mobilize the Masses for Commu-

nism, with his wife, at a university. Her speech
in the classrooms gave them the opportunity to
present communism from the point of view of
communists. She pointed out that it is vital to take
some time to read the literature of the interna-

See STUDY GROUP, page 3

GREECE, Feb. 13—While the Greek parliament passed an agreement to accept drastic new
cuts, over 100,000 people demonstrated in Athens, confronting the cops, and burning banks and
other buildings. There were clashes with police in cities throughout Greece. The austerity measures
include cutting the minimum wage by 22% and 150,000 more government layoffs by 2015. Even
these cuts may not prevent the Greek government from defaulting on its loans. Some angry Greek
workers are referring to the German government and banks as Nazis and attacking the Greek gov-
ernment for letting them take over Greece. However, workers have no interest in defending any
country. They all belong to the bosses. 

It’s telling that the birthplace of democracy (the bosses’ dictatorship over workers) is burning.
Capitalism in crisis reveals its true nature, forcing workers to pay and pay for the bosses’ failing
system. These angry workers need to mobilize for communist revolution to eliminate banks, money
and debt, to produce only for workers’ needs. 

LOS ANGELES--The union movement is rot-
ten to the core. It stinks to the heavens. It only
produces slimy worms like Neil Silver, James
Williams and the whole cabal of union officials.
This scum can  do two things well: feed off our
union dues and serve the MTA and US bosses at
our expense. 

In these changing times, the US bosses will de-
mand even more from the union officials. Expect
them to become more treacherous as US imperi-
alism becomes deadlier for workers at home and
abroad. This is the logical outcome of a system
based on competition which makes crises, wars,
and world war inevitable (See editorial, page 2). 

This will demand great sacrifice of our “blood
and treasure.” The unions’ main job today is to
get us to surrender both of these, passively and
patriotically. Ramming give-back, no-strike con-
tracts down our throats and letting MTA’s reign
of terror go unchallenged are part of this treach-
ery.

Recently MTA management demanded access
to the cell phone bills of drivers and mechanics
to fire them, if they feel like it, for “illegal” use
of their cell phones. Mechanics at Division 15 re-
fused to comply. Shop steward Robert Pacheco
met with them supposedly to support their strug-
gle. “Instead, he convinced us to sign the author-
ization form. He said he would appeal it later. He
hasn’t shown up since,” a mechanic told Red

Flag . 
Let’s not be snared in the bosses’ 

electoral trap
Besides trying to demoralize us and keep us

passive, the bosses’ union officials want to divert
our anger and aspirations for change into the
deadly trap of the bosses’ electoral circus. Neil
Silver, president of MTA mechanics union, ATU,
uses smoke and mirrors to try to lead us there.  

Reading his President’s Report in the ATU
Local 1277 February newsletter, one would con-
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Syria’s bloody war is rapidly expanding. On
one side are the main Syrian capitalist rulers sup-
ported by the China-Russia-Iran axis. On the
other, there is an uprising against President al-
Assad led by dissident Syrian capitalists backed
by the US-English-French imperialists and the
rulers of Saudi Arabia and Qatar. 

The war is already spreading to Iraq and
Lebanon (New York Times, 2/13/12), where Sunni
sympathizers are sending arms and money to Syr-
ian insurgents. But, the potential for inflaming the
whole region is even greater because the US-led
coalition, bent on regime change in Syria, is plan-
ning to submit to UN General Assembly an al-
ready vetoed resolution. 

Russia and China had vetoed it in the UN Se-
curity Council because it would open the door to
a Libya-type NATO military intervention. How-
ever, if the majority in the assembly votes in
favor, Russia and China can’t veto it. 

Russia pledges, nevertheless, to block any ac-
tion at the UN that aims to remove Assad from
power. “If our foreign partners don’t understand
that, we will have to use strong means again and
again to call them back to reality,” said Russia’s
deputy foreign minister. (Foreign Policy,
2/10/12)

The official Chinese Global Times com-
mented, “Unlike the beleaguered Gaddafi, al-
Assad is backed by the Russians. If a war
between Western and Russian ‘agents’ occurs in
Syria,… it would be an arduous and prolonged
battle.” (2/12//12)

In an editorial, “China cannot stay out of Syr-
ian chaos,” Global Times asserted “The political
landscape in the Middle East is becoming unfa-
vorable to China. Doing nothing is not an option.
China needs to put in more efforts to delay the
Western advance in the Middle East. For now, it
is wise to divert more efforts to Syria and Iran.”
(2/9/12)
US led coalition’s plan: Overthrow Assad to

weaken Iran
The China-Russia-Iran axis understands this

and is not backing down. Russia supplies Syria
with arms, concluding recently a $550 million

deal to sell Assad 36 advanced combat airplanes.
It has no intention of losing its only naval base in
the Mediterranean. 

Syria is an important hub in China’s plan for
its New Silk Road. This will take China’s manu-
factured goods straight to world markets via the
Mediterranean, by passing the US controlled In-
dian Ocean sea lanes, while shortening the route
by thousands of miles. Iran, the US target behind
Syria, is crucial to China’s energy security be-
cause its oil and natural gas can also be trans-
ported directly by land to China. 

A successful war against Syria could
accelerate the war against the China-Russia-

Iran axis
In spite of the differences among the US rulers

about when to wage war against China and Rus-
sia, events are relentlessly moving toward this in-
evitable clash. All these capitalist-imperialist
jackals are fighting over the Middle East’s vast
energy resources. 

These resources are vital to China’s and Rus-
sia’s aspirations of world domination.

They are also crucial for the US bosses’
dreams of making the 21st century an American
Century.

Neither set of bosses-imperialists represent the
interests of workers any-
where. Our interests lie in
joining the International
Communist Workers’ Party to
mobilize the world’s masses
for communism. 

Under communism, work-
ers will have no need to fight
over natural resources. Capi-
talists fight over them because
they compete for markets.
Whoever sells the cheapest
products wins the biggest
market share. Those unable to
compete are eliminated.
Therefore, controlling the
cheapest sources of raw mate-
rials becomes a question of
life and death for them. 

This dog-eat-dog competition is a defining fea-
ture of capitalism. It inevitably leads to war.
Communism will produce to satisfy workers’
needs worldwide. There won’t be any money or
profits. Nothing will be bought or sold. 

We’ll produce and share the fruits of our labor
collectively. Collectivity in all aspects of social
relations will be the defining feature of commu-
nism, thereby eliminating competition and the
need for wars.

Understanding world events is crucial to
workers’ ability to fight for communism
The bosses’ media presents a distorted picture

of worldwide events. They hide reality by con-
stantly bombarding us with anti-communism,
racism, sexism, patriotism, electoral politics and
religious fanaticism. 

That is why we have Red Flag . It informs,
trains, organizes, guides and inspires us on the
road to communism. It prevents us from falling
prey to the bosses’ poisonous ideas and treacher-
ous schemes. That’s why we urge you to help us
set up Red Flag networks in the factories, bar-
racks and schools to massively distribute it. It
will steel millions for the upcoming class war and
lead us to victory. Join us!

Bosses’Competition Fuels War over Syria

Communist ColleCtivitY Will end Wars For proFit

clude that the biggest attack against MTA and all
US workers is an unnumbered proposition that
has qualified for the November ballot.  

Silver writes that this proposition is an assault
on “our jobs and futures” because it “would pro-
hibit the use of any union money for contribu-
tions to candidates! It would silence your union
political voice once and for all and, in essence,
eliminate our ability to even exist as the voice of
working men and women – your voice!”

He asks for us to contribute money and time to
defeat this “union-killer” proposition. 
The voice of the bosses, their politicians and

union officials is not our voice
Our voice is that of the oppressed masses

worldwide clamoring for a better world. A world
without hunger in the midst of plenty, a world
without unending butchery for the profits of the
few, a world without exploitation, racism and

sexism, a world without borders and privileges
of any kind. 

Elections, no matter the “race” or “nationality”
of the politician or how charismatic he or she
may be, will never get us there. The bosses’ elec-
toral process hides their dictatorship over us
while deluding us into believing that the system
can be reformed to meet our needs. Obama, Rom-
ney and Santorum differ only in how best to op-
press us and serve the US bosses’ interests
nationally and internationally.

The anti-communist pro-capitalist union offi-
cials would love for us to see voting as our sal-
vation. But, more MTA and other workers are
beginning to understand that the world we aspire
to, and need, can only be achieved with a com-
munist revolution. Only by destroying the capi-
talists and their system based on money and wage
slavery can we build a communist world. 

Union politics are not our politics either

Unions have never and will never serve the po-
litical interests of the working class. They serve
the bosses’ political interests. Unions’ struggles
are reformist struggles that strengthen capitalism
by building illusions that it could be reformed.
They must be destroyed together with the bosses’
agents.  

Many workers, however, are trapped in their
reformism. Some believe that changing the union
leadership or completely voting in a new union
will solve our problems. In these times of crises,
fascism and war, these are dangerous illusions. 

To break out of the bosses’ enslavement, we
must break the chains of union reformism. For
that we need revolutionary communist ideas.
ICWP is committed to massively spread these
ideas among workers.Communism will end wage
slavery and never again will we be forced to sell
our labor power to survive. There won’t be any
more contracts or unions.

LA METRO from page 1
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SEATTLE, WA--This past week there have
been several articles published in the Seattle

Times and New York Times about an investigation
at Madigan Army Medical Center (Ft. Lewis,
Washington).

Since 2003 there has been an intensive-treat-
ment program there for soldiers returning from
Iraq and/or Afghanistan, who suffer from post
traumatic stress disorder (PTSD). Some of these
soldiers had been deployed multiple times, even
after being wounded or diagnosed with PTSD.

Most of the time they were put on anti-depres-
sants and shipped right back into combat.  Since
they have returned home, many suffer from
flashbacks, nightmares and other sleep disorders.
Some have severe paranoia and fear that someone
is out to kill them, so they carry a weapon at all
times. Domestic violence is common. Families
break apart. 

The Madigan PTSD program, however, was
closed in 2010, the same year that 18,000 soldiers
returned to Ft. Lewis from the bosses’ bloody
wars.

But the war is not over for these soldiers and
their families. Now they must fight those who

seek to deny them their benefits and retirement
by reversing the PTSD diagnosis.

Dr. William Keppler is a retired Army officer
who heads the forensic psychiatric team assess-
ing the PTSD diagnoses of soldiers under consid-
eration for medical retirement at Madigan.  He
has said that these soldiers were malingerers who
were lying or exaggerating their symptoms!

One member of the team broke every rule of
patient confidentiality when he mentioned a pa-
tient by name, declaring that he does not have
PTSD.

Another Nazi psychiatric team member said
that these soldiers could cost the Army $1.5 mil-
lion over a lifetime, so they had to make sure no
one was “rubber stamping” PTSD diagnoses!

Yet they had no problem appropriating billions
of dollars to run their wars in the Middle East. 

Doctors and other professionals are being used
as the “gate keepers” to the healthcare system.

President Obama said in his State of the Union
address, “When you put on that  (U.S. Army) uni-
form, it doesn’t matter if you are black or white”
blah, blah, blah. However, it seems that it does
matter if you are a worker who comes back from

war all messed up. They don’t want to pay your
retirement or medical benefits.

The working class cannot go on like this. We
are forced to “need” jobs and money to survive
under capitalism. But, under communism we will
abolish money. We will not have “jobs” that pay
most workers barely enough to survive and a few
way too much. We will have work, which we will
do collectively. We will receive what we need.
And we will not fight workers in another part of
the world to grab oil or other resources. We will
make decisions based on what materials are
needed to live safe and efficient lives…not based
on private profit or national ownership.

To do this, we must mobilize the masses to rise
up and defeat capitalism forever. This is indeed,
a huge task. We can start by getting our literature
out to as many workers, students, and soldiers as
possible. Talk to them about these ideas.  Discuss
why another candidate, or a version of capitalism
that is more “fair” will not work. Invite them to
our political and social events. March with them
on May Day. A communist revolution is the only
solution!

Bosses Dump PTSD Program:

Win vets to Join War For WorldWide Communist revolution

tional working class.  They sold 170 manifestos
and collected 310 pesos (about $30).

Another comrade was very pleased that we
came to talk and listen, to show that there’s hope
of a better world. He commented that every time
he goes into the street he sees so much injustice
that when he comes back home he shuts himself
up inside his home and cries with shame that his
wife and children will see this. He promised to
read, write for, and organize around Red Flag . 

We all pledged to read and analyze our mani-
festo and distribute our newspaper. We empha-
sized that it was very important to meet
consistently and we’ll do so every two weeks. In
the next meeting, a comrade will talk about how
religion is a mortal trap for our class, and we’ll
analyze our literature as a group. We ended the
meeting with a delicious dinner and with the joy
of continuing on the revolutionary road of ICWP. 

STUDY GROUP from page 1

Feb. 4—Thousands of teachers led by the
CNTE (National Coordinating Body of Educa-
tion Workers) marched to demand national nego-
tiations to eliminate the Alliance for the Quality
of Education (ACE). This “quality” represents
plans to privatize education through labor and ed-
ucation policies pushed by the government and
the union leadership since May 2008.

Other demands are: to cancel to universal
teacher evaluations and reforms to the program
of teaching careers; to guarantee the rank and
file’s positions; and to fire Esther Gordillo, leader
of the SNTE (National Union of Education
Workers).

The leaders of the teachers in Michoacán, Oax-
aca, and Mexico City affirmed that at least 45,000
education facilities in 24 states stopped work.
The largest contingents were led by Sections 9
and 10 of Mexico City. According to organizers,
100,000 teachers and other education workers
demonstrated.

In Oaxaca, Guer-
rero, and Guanaju-
ato they marched,
taking over govern-
ment offices and
toll booths, and car-
ried out sit-ins at the
entrances of self-
service stores. In
Chilpancingo, some
600 teachers took
over the toll booth
of Palo Blanco for
three hours, where
the toll is 105 pesos,

asking drivers to donate 50 pesos. The protests
are also in solidarity with the Rural Normal
School of Ayotzinapa and to demand a political
trial of the governor of Guerrero, Angel Aguirre
Rivero, for the deaths of two students last De-
cember 12th during the police eviction of the sit-
in on the Freeway of the Sun.  Teachers
occupying another toll booth in the state of Oax-
aca allowed the cars to pass freely.

The International Communist Workers’ Party
(ICWP) distributed MMC (Mobilize the Masses

for Communism) in the big teachers’ march,
even though there was resistance to reading com-
munist literature. We asked that they read the
document even when they didn’t give a donation.
Fifty teachers took it and gave donations (more
than we expected). These small steps have led us
to distribute almost 1000 MMC pamphlets in the
last few months. It’s our task to resume anew the
formation of communist class consciousness. In
order to destroy capitalism, the teachers, students,

and workers need to change their way of think-
ing.

In spite of all the good intentions, these
marches won’t end the education dictators with-
out fighting for communist slogans like:  An end
to capitalist education that teaches that studying
is worth more than being a worker! An end to rul-
ing-class education! We don’t need to be edu-
cated to blindly obey he who pays. The teachers
who are the creators of consciousness in this self-
ish society must take the responsibility to educate
themselves and others with communist ideas and
practices to be able to form the bases of a new so-
ciety.

We need workers’ power, not the idea of
“democracy from below.” Not one job will be se-
cure while the work is valued in a market where
it is bought or sold to make profit for some boss.
Let’s eliminate the social strata and not just
change one union leader for another with the
same outlook. Nor will smaller class size guaran-
tee a better education if the basis of the function-
ing of society is exploitation. Let’s fight for a
communist world without all the garbage of this
capitalist society. Let’s organize ICWP. Join the
Party!

Teachers March in Mexico:

learn and teaCH tHe art oF revolution

Workers around the

world, from Greece, to 

Israel, from Romania to

Honduras, from France to

Canada, are in motion

against the crisis of a ca-

pitalist system which can

never provide a decent

live for the working class. 




