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china: the crisis is the same but different! (part 1)
crisis usually connected to a crisis in overHundreds of millions jobless,
production and a falling rate of profit. This
suicide rates spike, hunger, starcrisis, starting in the USA in 2008, is no
vation. . . everywhere the increasdifferent. In 2012 China produced 716
ing misery of workers meets with
million tons of steel - almost half the
“austerity schemes” of governworld’s production - but its steel industry
ment. It leads us to the bitter realhas the capacity to produce 900 million
ization that capitalism advances
tons! “From chemicals and cement to earth
through crisis. And then it dawns
movers and flat screen televisions,” the Fion us that this capitalist crisis alnancial Times (6/17/13) pointed out, “Chilows the working class to advance
nese industry is awash with excess
the fight for communism too.
capacity that is driving down profits inside
In most cases the cause of the
and outside the country and threatens to
crisis lies in overproduction and a
further destabilize China’s already shaky
fall in the rate of profits. More
growth.”
goods are produced than the
What we are describing may be a probworking class can afford to buy,
lem in China but it is not a Chinese proband therefore more than the
bosses can sell at a profit. These January, 2013 — Chinese migrant workers in Beijing confront police after a lem. When China fights overproduction
by closing down some steel mills, miners
crises destroy inefficient enter- sit-in at a construction firm, protesting unpaid wages.
prises. They then concentrate capital into larger, (state capitalist) and market economies. 1968 saw in Brazil, Australia, South Africa and other counmore powerful groupings and open up wider mar- the Prague Spring in Eastern Europe, May ‘68 in tries are laid off, because China consumes 60%
kets in which the surviving enterprises can realize France, the student uprising in Mexico City, the of the world’s iron ore imports. Other major manufacturing industries will experience similar scetheir profits and grow again. Capitalism ad- Cultural Revolution in China and so on.
World capitalism was reorganized. In the narios.
vances.
The scope and scale of the present crisis sugCertainly that is what happened when the 1980s it emerged from crisis, searching to re-esworld was gripped by the last major crisis in the tablish a “reasonable” rate of profit by massive gests that it is far from being worked out. In form
late 1960s. It emerged from it in the 1980s and investment in East Asia, especially China. The it is a crisis of over production (the likes of which
began a record-breaking expansion. Between Chinese “Communist” Party saved world capital- capitalism has resolved in the past). In content
1982 and 2007 the world economy tripled in size. ism. Through cuts in entitlements, it prompted the (its size) it points to a period of sustained instaThis is even more remarkable because the pre- mass migration of hundreds of millions of farm bility where the impulse for mass movements vious period of growth from the end of World workers from the country to the cities. It created whether fascist or communist - will gather urWar II until the late 60s has been termed the a workforce of 150 million Chinese migrant gency. The masses move against the attacks,
“Golden Age” of capitalism. Wages rose, produc- workers who can’t live “legally” in the cities and looking for a solution to their problems. The
tivity grew and memories of the Great Depres- had to submit to the tyranny of the factory or bosses try to win them to nationalism and racist
attacks on other workers. But given the alternastarve. Production took off and profits grew.
sion and World War II faded .
GROWTH ENDS IN CRISIS
Between 1990 and 2005 the working class of tive, workers will fight against capitalism and for
Then the new crisis began in the late 60s. It too East Asia increased nine-fold--from 100 million communism. Never in the history of capitalism
was a crisis of overproduction. Bretton Woods to 900 million. To-day more than half the world’s has the industrial working class been so huge. We
(the International Monetary Conference that set workers live in South and East Asia. In fact, at are entering a revolutionary period. It won’t be
up the US-dominated monetary system) and the 750 million strong, China’s working class is 1.5 easy but we have a share-and-share alike compost-WW II monetary agreements began to fall times larger than that of the 30 richest countries munist world to win.
Next issue we will discuss the size of the probapart. Socially and politically, the youth of the combined.
GROWTH ENDS IN CRISIS AGAIN
lem and the dangers of war.
world exploded in protest against both versions
But every capitalist expansion ends in crisis - a
of capitalist relations of production – socialist

“Without revolutionary theory there can be no revolutionary movement.” Lenin, What Is To Be Done

why philosophy matters: revolution not reform
Philosophy is always connected with politics,
but the connection of dialectics with revolution
is particularly close. This is easy to see in the development of revisionism, that is, the reformism
and the rejection of revolution that began in the
communist movement in the late 1800s. At that
time the communist movement called itself “social democracy.” Social democrats organized for
socialism as a stepping-stone to communism, a
strategy we now know to be fatally wrong.
As the contradiction between revolutionaries
and reformers developed into a definite split in
the socialist movement, the term “social democrat” came to be used for the anti-revolutionary
side, while the revolutionaries called themselves
“communists.” By the time of World War I, the
reformists got the upper hand in the large Socialist Party of Germany (SPD), and turned the party
into an arm of the German state. The SPD voted
for the imperialist war in 1914, helped the government to suppress protest, and helped kill leading communists during the failed revolutions in
Germany in 1919.
The best-known statement of the revisionist
line came from Eduard Bernstein’s book The Preconditions of Socialism, published in 1899. Bernstein was an SPD intellectual, editor of a socialist

newspaper and associate of Frederick Engels
until Engels’ death in 1895. His book denied most
of what Marx had shown to be the laws of motion
of capitalism. He rejected the labor theory of
value, and claimed that big economic crises and
the concentration of capital in the hands of a few
billionaires did not have to happen under capitalism. Instead of revolution, Bernstein said that socialism would be gradually achieved by winning
elections, trade union organizing, and the influence of the SPD in the government. These ideas
are still typical of social democrats today.
Dialectics and Revolution
Bernstein claimed that dialectics was responsible for the central role of revolution in Marxist
politics. He complained that Marxism falsely
maintained “the immeasurable creative power of
revolutionary political force.” Bernstein said
workers’ lives would gradually improve under
capitalism so that revolution is unnecessary, but
that “Hegelian principles,” that is, dialectics,
deny this.
Actually, scientific dialectical analysis of capitalism shows us that its crises never end and its
contradictions must become more intense, leading eventually to communist revolution. So revisionists must oppose dialectics, since they oppose

revolution.
Reformism and Idealist Morality
Bernstein and other revisionists wanted a replacement for dialectics, and they picked the idealist morality derived from the 18th-century
German philosopher Immanuel Kant. This is the
opposite of the materialist morality developed by
Marx and Engels.They emphasized that the
working class has a “task” or a “calling” that we
ought to carry out, overthrowing the capitalist
system and reorganizing society as communism.
This is an “ideal of the revolutionary tasks laid
down for an oppressed class by the material conditions” we live under. Communist moral ideals
derive from the needs of the working class oppressed by capitalism, and what we can accomplish by mass mobilization for communism.
The revisionists decided to go “back to Kant”
to avoid justifying revolution. According to Kant,
morality does not aim at the welfare or happiness
of humanity, but only at the rational action of individuals. Kant hoped that God exists and has
created the world so that good actions would be
rewarded with happiness, but denied that anyone
could prove this. He derived morality from the

See DIALECTICS, page 7

www.icwpredflag.org

LETTERS

LETTERS

LETTERS

7

CRITICISM AND SUGGESTIONS

THIS IS THE PAPER OF THE WORKING CLASS. WE GET NO FUNDING FROM THE CAPITALISTS, THEIR FOUNDATIONS
OR NGOs. PLEASE GIVE GENEROUSLY TO HELP PAY FOR THE COSTS OF PRODUCTION AND DISTRIBUTION.
“Workers in South Africa are ready
and eager to join our party, the ICWP.”
The working class is patiently waiting to be
shown the right direction. I have made contacts
with a number of my acquaintances who are
waiting for the next step. I’m going around
meeting comrades telling them about the prospects of building the International Communist
Workers’ Party where we are. We see protests
everywhere, even where I stay the mayor was
chased away by protesters as he was trying to
address the masses. People in general are
disillusioned by the current administration run
by the bourgeois nationalist-African National
Congress alliance. So the ground is fertile
where I stay to recruit members to join our
party, the ICWP.
As soon as I get the Red Flag pamphlets I
will hit the ground running. The working class in
this country has been misled for more than a
century but there are pockets of enlightenment
everywhere. These are what I will target to
spread the message. Development by its nature is uneven. My task therefore would be to
take the ideas to the remotest areas where
lordism is still rife. But as I say I am comfortable with my ability to recruit members for our
party, ICWP.
--Comrade in South Africa

Distributing Red Flag at MTA
As we were distributing Red Flag outside a
transit division last week, some workers were
discussing a possible strike. One worker said to
his friends, “They will try to turn the public
against us. The media will say we’re selfish and
greedy.”
A Red Flag distributor said, “Yeah, the bosses will use their media to say that, but what if
transit workers had the slogan ‘Transportation
for workers’ need, not for profit?’ “
One of the workers said, “That would be different. Then they would see that we’re on the
same side. I would carry that slogan on a sign.”
“That would be part of a political strike
against capitalism and for communism,”said
the Red Flag distributor.
Another worker at another division said,
“Well if the union would organize around that
slogan, that would be much better.”
“The union won’t organize around that slogan,” said the comrade, “but Red Flag readers
can mobilize the workers to strike for that slogan and others, like abolish wage slavery.
“Sounds interesting, but let’s see what happens,” said the operator.
As workers talk about the possibility of a
strike, they are questioning the old trade union
politics and tactics and are looking at the revolutionary communist alternative that only Red
Flag offers. Transportation and production will
meet human needs when we build communism.
The bosses’ media will work overtime to try

to pit transit workers against the workers and
youth who depend on the buses. By calling on
the whole working class to fight for a system
that meets our needs and not the bosses’ profits, workers can mobilize to unite all these sectors of society against capitalism and for
communism—it’s an exciting prospect!
Other slogans MTA workers could consider
are: “Soldiers, join our class war, not the bosses’ war!” “Nothing bought, nothing sold; sharing is our goal.” “A classless world will be a
borderless world!” What slogans do readers
suggest?
We invite transit workers and other friends
and Red Flag readers to march with us on May
Day carrying these and other slogans calling on
their fellow workers to support a political strike
against capitalism.
--Red Flag Distributors

CHARADE
At L.A. transit, the Union General Committee
and company are going around the locals trying
to make the membership feel good about the
representation. They dress in three piece suits
and want to look professionals but they are just
puppets who are not allowed to say anything,
a-n-y-t-h-i-n-g. The status quo is written all
over. It is a one-man show. Vic, the buffoon is
the one delivering pathetic speeches. The buffoon can run circles around a used car salesman, he is that good. You’ll feel glad that he
pretends to be on your side. However, if you listen to him closely, you will hear that he sides
with management, even on main issues, what a
shame!
Yes, the Union supposes to be one of the
last democratic establishments, but we are in a
dictatorship environment. Management says
and Union Officials agree without considering
the membership. If you really sit and review the
concessions that our Union leaders have given
up in the last few contract negotiations, you will
easily realize that our “fearless” leaders are not
working for us!
At recent meetings, members pleaded for
help, any help. The answers by Vic, the buffoon, to all the requests were “we will try, we
will try”
UNION: An organization formed for the purpose of serving the members’ interests. The
politics and self-centered interests of our leaders are killing us. Yes, no one wants a strike
but there are issues that merit it, especially for
future negotiations. It is in MTA’s best interest
for us to go on strike for the first month because of how the finances are structured.
Last contract proposal was a bait and switch.
Often, they do not disclose all the issues and
we find out too late to be able to do much about
the sell-out. The system has us segregated. If
the issues that you care the most are not fixed,
then do not agree with the proposal.
As an issue of negotiation, (since manage-
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ment does not want to negotiate in good faith)
we should request 40 hours per week of pay for
as long as they force us into a strike. If management knows that we are ready and willing to
fight, then there will be no strike. However, if
we are forced into a strike, we should under no
circumstance sign any agreement until we get
job security, 23 and out with medical and no
tiers.
It is time; the rank and file must establish a
firm stand, we are sick and tired of abuses from
Management and Union leaders. Elections are
coming up! Window of opportunity, Decertification!
--MTA driver

Red Flag comments:
We thank this driver for his very informative
letter. However, we respectfully disagree with
his conclusions. See article pag. 4.

DIALECTICS,
from page 8
abstract principle that a person’s will should
never contradict itself by willing one kind of
action for him- or herself and another kind for
other people.
Kant hoped that “reason” would have a
non-material influence that would make people follow his principle. His morality tried to
appeal to the conscience of the rulers, but he
opposed revolution or even public protest.
Kant condemned exploitation, but capitalists
are certainly not going to get that Kantian
message, since exploiting labor is the heart of
their system. It would be hard to find a philosophy less helpful to workers’ struggles, which
explains why Kantianism became popular
with revisionists all over Europe, who tried to
substitute idealist “moral socialism” for “dialectical socialism,” that is, communist revolution.
In the next column we will discuss the communist fight for dialectics.

