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Communism is Our Heritage and Future – Part II

aNcieNt chiNa:  “kiNgs should ploW the fields”

Slavery developed in China over 4000 years

ago, as it did at other times and other places from

India to Greece to the Americas. Few if any

slaves in these ancient societies left written

records of their ideas and aspirations. The rise of

class society divided manual labor from mental

labor such as reading and writing. However, we

know that there were slave revolts. And egalitar-

ian movements arose again and again in opposi-

tion to slave systems.

Slavery (or chattel slavery) meant that some

people “owned” other people in the same way

that they “owned” oxen or goats. That is, the legal

system (including armed bodies of soldiers or po-

lice) enabled the “owners” to use and abuse the

“slaves” 24/7, in almost any way they wanted. In

China, slavery existed at least by 2100 BCE (the

Xia Dynasty) and lasted thousands of years. Most

slaves did back-breaking work in the fields, the

main form of production. Sometimes slaves were

buried alive with their dead masters.

The Nongjia movement (Agriculturalism or

Agrarianism) arose in the 8th century BCE. It ad-

vocated a form of peasant communism. It cele-

brated the folk-hero Shen Nong, a king who was

portrayed as “working in the fields, along with

everyone else, and consulting with everyone else

when any decision had to be reached.”

The best-known Agriculturalist was the

philosopher Xu Xing. One of Xu’s students re-

portedly criticized the Duke of Teng in these

words: “A worthy ruler feeds himself by plowing

side by side with the people, and rules while

cooking his own meals. Now Teng on the con-

trary possesses granaries and

treasuries, so the ruler is sup-

porting himself by oppress-

ing the people.”

In other words, the “king”

should be a leader, not a boss

or exploiter. Today, commu-

nists understand that our rev-

olution will sweep away all

bosses and exploiters. There

won’t be one “leader,” even

one who “consults with

everyone else.” Instead, one

mass communist party will

reach, carry out, and evalu-

ate all the decisions that af-

fect our lives. The role of this leadership, now

and in the future, is to mobilize the masses for

communism.

Agriculturalism was limited by its individual-

istic peasant outlook. It assumed that each family

unit could and should be self-sufficient, instead

of advocating collective work for the common

good. And it didn’t criticize money or a market

economy, which made inequality possible. It

called instead for fixed prices for similar goods.

As far as we know, the Agriculturalist philos-

ophy remained the property of an educated elite.

We have no evidence that Xu and his followers

ever tried to mobilize slaves, or any other ele-

ments of the masses, around their ideas. Their

movement looked backward, not forward. How-

ever much they wanted an egalitarian society, it

was impossible for them to attain it.

Agriculturalism died out in China around the

3rd century BCE. The dominant ideology became

Confucianism, a philosophy that openly justified

class society and its gross inequalities, including

slavery. Any slave rebellions that occurred in

China during this period have been erased from

the written records.

Slavery in China survived the rise of feudalism

and even of capitalism. It was smashed by the

communist-led revolution of 1948-49.  Sadly,

remnants of slavery still exist under capitalism in

the 21st century – even in now-capitalist China.

Next article: The fight for equality in ancient

Greece

This article concludes our series on why com-

munism can win. It is, however, not the last word.

We began by listing new things that happen in

history: from inventions to new social movements

and systems. Slavery, feudalism and capitalism

were new developments in history. The commu-

nist movement based on scientific economics and

dialectical materialism originated around 1840. 

Although truly new things happen, some events

occur over and over. Wars between capitalist ri-

vals and economic crises have existed as long as

capitalism has.

Noting that these patterns repeat is not the same

as knowing why or whether they must happen.

The “ laws of motion” of capitalism answer these

two questions.

A law is different than a mere pattern. A law of

nature exists when natural causes force things to

happen according to a general pattern. Things that

are not compatible with the law are forced not to

happen.

A law is universal. It occurs in a specific system

or under specific conditions, a pattern that must

occur or can’t occur.

A natural law is different from legislation. In a

law of nature or economics, the constraint is not

imposed from the outside like the cops or the

courts. The constraint results from internal causal

factors.

The “laws of motion” of capitalism are still pri-

mary in socialism, especially laws about money

and the market. These laws won’t allow us to “do

socialism right.” Despite the best intentions of

past revolutionaries, socialism could never evolve

into communism and had to revert back to open

capitalism.

Knowing the specific features of socialism that

prevented it from reaching communism is funda-

mental to our strategy for fighting for communism

now. Mobilize the Masses for Communism is a

program for creating and keeping communism

that specifically rejects socialist ideas and prac-

tices that led to working class defeat.

We published Mobilize the Masses for Com-

munism a year ago. We’ve already run through

three editions and over 20,000 copies, not to men-

tion web hits. Comrades around the world have

asked for more translations other than the original

two: Spanish and English. As you read and dis-

cuss the conclusion to this series, keep in mind

that we have to raise funds to print more and we

need translators.

All knowledge is ultimately derived from prac-

tice. Since communism has never existed under

modern conditions, there is a lot about it that we

don’t know yet, knowledge that has to be derived

from future practice. 

We can already identify some laws of motion

of communist society, however. We know that

communism is impossible without the mobiliza-

tion of the masses for communism, and that the

laws of materialist dialectics apply to all systems.

Generally speaking, however, communism will

not have the severely restrictive laws of motion

that capitalism and socialism do. In particular so-

ciety will no longer be limited by the need to max-

imize profits or base planning on money.  

Marx and Engels argued that under commu-

nism the “realm of freedom”--that is, the areas of

social life where people can collectively choose

what they want to do--will expand, and the “realm

of necessity” governed by laws of motion will be

much smaller. 

Our movement is bound to run into things we

don’t expect now. But the practice of millions of

workers and peasants who have already fought for

communism, like the Chinese Red Army, the Peo-

ple’s Commune movement and the Cultural Rev-

olution in China in the 40s, 50s and 60s, provides

a wealth of information about communism as a

mass phenomenon. (Read, “The Great Revolu-

tions Teach Us How to Win” in Mobilize the

Masses for Communism) We stand on the shoul-

ders of giants.

Beyond this, long experience of the communist

movement shows the enormous capacity of the

working class for creativity, determination and

self-sacrifice--experience that tells us the amazing

things that workers can accomplish. Knowledge

of these capacities of the working class is a key

reason for our confidence that the working class

can win communism and keep it by communist

mass mobilization, now that we are finally on the

right road. Join us in creating this momentous new

stage of history.

What We kNoW NoW aNd What We doN’t kNoW about commuNism




