
 16 

War ‘Games’ in the South China Sea: 

US, Chinese Bosses Prepare for  

World War III Dialectical contradiction is the central concept of dialecti-

cal philosophy.  Contradictions cause change, become more 

intense and are eventually resolved and replaced by new 

contradictions. Dialectics also has other laws that help ex-

plain what happens in processes that are driven forward by 

contradictions.  

Two important concepts for describing things and processes 

are quantity and quality. A quantity is a property that can 

be measured in numbers, like temperature, age, hourly 

wage, rate of profit, number of Red Flags sold, etc.  One 

feature of quantities is that when they change, they usually 

go through intermediate stages. If the temperature falls from 

90o at noon to 50o at midnight, it goes through the tempera-

tures between 90o and 50o. A large change of quantity does-

n't usually happen in an instant, even if it happens fast.  

A quality is a property that cannot be measured in numbers. 

Qualities include being square, beautiful, green, unem-

ployed, at war, etc. Change of quality can often happen 

quickly, without going through intermediate stages. When 

you heat water, its temperature (a quantity) gradually in-

creases. At a certain temperature bubbles suddenly appear 

and boiling starts. The change from not-boiling to boiling is 

a qualitative change in the water. 

It is a law of dialectics that change of quantity (an increase 

or a decrease) eventually leads to a qualitative change if it 

goes far enough. If you add enough heat to ice, intensifying 

its internal contradictions, liquid water will result: a change 

of quality from solid to liquid. If you continue adding heat, 

the liquid water will eventually turn into steam, a second 

qualitative change.   

Each quality has quantitative limits, and when it goes be-

yond them, the quality changes into another quality. Al-

though people live to different ages, increasing age eventu-

ally leads to death, a qualitative change from life. Life even-

tually reaches a limit, and death results. While humans are 

alive, the quality of being healthy has quantitative limits. 

Consistently overeating makes a person fat and can eventu-

ally lead to death; consistently eating too little results in 

malnutrition and eventually death. 

Many scientists recently combined their data on Alz-

heimer‘s patients into one huge database.  This made it pos-

sible to find biological markers for the disease that no re-

search group could have found alone. When the number of 

Party members increases enough, some old forms of organi-

zation and leadership will not work any longer, and new 

ones must be developed.  

When one quality of a thing or process changes into an op-

posite quality, some other qualities change along with it and 

some do not. Qualitative change preserves some qualities 

and changes others. Water that boils is still water. A worker 

who gets laid off is still a member of the working class, de-

spite the change of quality from employed to unemployed.  

The development of the contradictions inside the capitalist 

system produces qualitative change, as some aspects of the 

system change from minor features to major ones, and vice-

versa. As  intensifying rivalry among capitalist empires--the 

US, Russia, China, Europe, etc.--produces larger wars, the 

US capitalists need to make a qualitative change into fas-

cism within the US itself, lowering the living standard of 

US workers, increasing repression, and calling this 

―patriotic‖ and ―sacrifice for the common good.‖ 

The idea that quantity eventually changes into quality helps 

us understand how the communist movement grows. Con-

sistent political work, especially distributing the Party press 

and recruiting members in key sectors like industry and the 

military, eventually changes the quality of the movement 

from merely opposing the capitalist class to defeating it and 

taking state power.   

Before the revolution, however, our movement will go 

through many qualitative changes. If a shop goes from one 

or two Red Flag readers to, say, 10% readers, it will mean a 

qualitative change in the political understanding of the 

workers in that shop. It would probably mean the party be-

coming the actual leader of the workers in that shop, an-

other qualitative change. When this happens in enough 

shops, schools and military units, the result will be a quali-

tatively new stage at which mass recruitment to the party is 

possible, and communist revolution is closer. 

In the British thriller Dragon Strike (1997) 

China attacks Vietnam and other regional states 

in order to secure the South China Sea. This 

prompts US intervention, bringing the world to 

the brink of nuclear war.  

It‘s fictional, but not far-fetched.  The South 

China Sea has long been hotly contested by 

China and Vietnam. Malaysia, Taiwan, Indone-

sia and the Philippines also have claims.  Ac-

cording to the Wall Street Journal, ―one-third of 

the world's shipping transits through the South 

China Sea, its waters are rich fishing grounds, 

and the seabed is believed to hold huge oil and 

gas reserves.‖  (WSJ, 7/28/10) 

―The strategic competition [between the US and 

China] is likely to increase and intensify. If the 

history of the two world wars is any guide, there 

is always the danger of such competition sliding 

into confrontation and, eventually, leading to 

conflagration,‖ writes Australian journalist S.P. 

Seth (Pakistan Daily Times, 8/15/10) 

The Bush administration paid little attention to  

east Asia, despite warnings from the Hart-

Rudman Commission (1999-2001).   US Secre-

tary of State Clinton announced the end of this 

era on July 28, 2010.  She declared herself will-

ing to mediate talks between Vietnam, China 

and other nations over the tiny Spratly and 

Paracel islands in the South China Sea, calling 

them a US ―national interest.‖  She was respond-

ing to China‘s March declaration (for the first 

time) that the South China Sea was one of its 

"core interests" and that it wouldn‘t tolerate US 

interference. 

Not Just A Diplomatic Squabble 
Last October, the spy ship USNS Impeccable 

approached the Chinese base on Hainan Island 

in the South China Sea, where it was harassed by 

Chinese forces. 

In March 2010, North Korea allegedly sank the 

South Korean ship Cheonan. China refused to 

criticize North Korea.  In response, the US and 

South Korea conducted joint naval exercises in 

July, deploying the nuclear-powered aircraft car-

rier USS George Washington and three destroy-

ers.  Under Chinese pressure, the exercise was 

moved out of the Yellow Sea.  China then con-

ducted its own military maneuvers.   

And in August, the USNS George Washington 

battle group entered the South China Sea for 

joint ―naval engagement activities‖ with Viet-

nam, along with the battleship USS John 

McCain. 

More Than Oil Is at Stake 

China‘s rapid industrialization and its growing 

blue-water navy mean skyrocketing demands for 

oil and gas.  The South China Sea has proven oil 

reserves larger than those in the Gulf of Mexico, 

perhaps much larger, and substantial reserves of 

natural gas.   

In 2008 China forced ExxonMobil to abandon 

plans to explore for oil off Vietnam‘s shore in 

disputed waters. Because of continuing disputes 

over sovereignty, the extent of the oil and gas 

reserves are unknown.  Meanwhile, as much as 

85 per cent of east Asia‘s energy passes through 

the South China Sea.  While China is working 

hard to develop overland pipelines, sea transport 

will remain important for the trade and energy 

needs of Japan and other east Asian nations. 

More important are strategic considerations.  ―A 

military base in the Spratlys, such as an island-

based airstrip, could effectively be used to stop 

all shipping in the South China Sea,‖ according 

to a 1998 report. (www.southchinasea.org/docs/

Joyner,%20Spratly%20Islands%20Dispute.pdf)   

 Now ―China is seeking naval preponderance in 

the South China Sea as part of its bid to become 

a global naval power. This would include projec-

tion capabilities in the Indian Ocean, which is 

fast becoming a zone of Great Power competi-

tion. Japan and South Korea, too, are seeking to 

s t r e n g t h e n  t h e i r  n a v a l  p r o w -

ess.‖ (www.riskwatchdog.com/2010/08/11/south-china-

sea-dispute-what-is-at-stake/) 

Historically, a major function of the Chinese 

navy in the South China Sea has been to block 

the threat of a sea-based nuclear attack.  ―China 

has invested decades in a patient and aggressive 

campaign to slowly push other countries out of 

the East China Sea and South China Sea. The 

US Navy is the main target, as it‘s the largest 

obstacle to Beijing‘s strategy,‖ wrote US naval 

analyst James Kraska (The Diplomat, 5/6/10). 

Defeat Nationalism  and 

Turn Imperialist War into  

Communist Revolution 

The new US military alliance with Vietnam – 

China‘s main rival for the Spratly Islands – is an 

attempt to block China‘s not-so-peaceful rise.  

This, after US imperialism killed millions of 

Vietnamese workers and destroyed the country-

side in the 1960s and 70s in an unsuccessful war 

to control this very same region! 

The once-communist leadership of the Vietnam-

ese National Liberation Front defeated the sup-

posedly all-powerful US military in 1975 but 

their ―10-point program‖ opened the door to im-

perialist investment—meaning capitalist exploi-

tation.  Now Vietnam is regarded as a ―low-

wage‖ region even within desperately poor 

southeast Asia.   

Meanwhile the Chinese Communist Party 
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Quality and Quantity 

The Working Class Has  

No Nation 

When we write about ―China,‖ ―Vietnam‖ 

and ―the US‖ we really mean the capitalist 

ruling classes of these countries.  Workers 

everywhere are locked in struggle with the 

capitalists.  The bosses‘ ―national interests‖ 

and ―core interests‖ are not ours.  We must 

understand that our interest is what‘s best for 

the international working class as a whole.   

And that means communist revolution: the 

only way to smash capitalist wage slavery, its 

borders, and its deadly imperialist wars. 

See War “Games”, page 14 
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