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soldiERs disCuss CommuNisT
philosophy of ChANgE
While pulling guard duty one night with a few
other soldiers we started a very good discussion
regarding dialectics.
It started off as a conversation regarding different philosophical topics. We started off discussing Descartes and then moved on to Plato.
Next we moved on to how many truths there are
in the world. I was very into the conversation and
when I got the opportunity I introduced dialectics
into the conversation.
None of the soldiers knew what it was, but
some had heard of it. I began by explaining to
them the difference between idealism and materialism, the scientific way of looking at the world.
This intrigued them very much, especially since
most of them had heard of idealism and materialism but didn’t know the real meaning of either.
Most of them were using the media definitions—
like idealists care about other people and materialists are all about the money. After a pretty long
discussion about whether they themselves were
idealists or materialist we had to end the conversation because our shift was over.

I really didn’t know the impact I had made on
them until the next morning. While standing in
formation, the guys I had pulled guard duty with
the night before all came up to me and even
brought a few others with them and asked me to
continue on discussing what I knew. This time I
started off by explaining to them what dialectics
is. Once I was done explaining dialectics I introduced them to dialectical materialism: the philosophy of change, which includes all processes,
including how to change the world.
The way they hung on to every word I said was
amazing. We continued the conversation every
chance we got, each one bringing new questions
every time. I was amazed at how much they enjoyed discussing dialectics. It just goes to show
that we shouldn’t fear discussing deep topics like
this with soldiers or anyone else.
Later, one guy asked me how I knew so much
about this stuff, and I told him about this paper I
read, Red Flag. He got really interested in it, and
we agreed that, since he’s going home soon, I
would send him the paper when he got home.

ICWP has published our manifesto Mobilize the Masses for Communism. It’s available in English
and Spanish. Order your copy or
copies. Please send donations for the
costs of printing and mailing. We
also ask for your suggestions and
criticisms.

Write to : PMB 362
3175 S. Hoover St.,
Los Angeles, CA 90007

JEJu islANd villAgERs fighT us/souTh koREA
NAvAl BAsE As us-ChiNA WAR looms
Workers in Jangjeong Village, a South Korean
fishing community on Jeju Island, are fighting
bravely to save this beautiful island from destruction. The US capitalist-imperialists and the South
Korean capitalists plan to build a massive nuclear
naval base there as part of the Obama administration’s “pivot to Asia-Pacific.” Peace and environmental activists around the world are joining
this struggle to preserve three UNESCO World
Natural Heritage sites and nine UNESCO GeoParks on an island that is designated a Global
Biosphere Reserve.
Meanwhile the seabed and coral reefs are
being dredged for a base that will likely support
the naval component of the US ballistic missile
defense system. Peaceful protests won’t stop this
military base or the coming US-China war that
it’s intended to serve. Workers, soldiers and
youth from South Korea to China, the US, and
around the world must turn imperialist war into

communist revolution.
Communism unites
the masses into one
Party that fights for our
common need to destroy
capitalism everywhere.
Capitalist competition
for maximum profits is
the root cause of imperialist war. Communism
will end these wars because there will be no
money or profits to fight
over. Instead, we’ll organize ourselves to produce and share what we
need. We will fight only to spread communist society worldwide, smashing all borders in the
process. We will take the “long view” and protect the world’s beauty and resources instead of
destroying them for short-term profit or
military advantage.
Is North Korea communist? NO! Like
the rest of the 20th-century communist
movement, North Korean leaders mobilized around nationalism and for socialism. Instead of leading the masses to
abolish wage slavery and the money system, “communist” party officials became
the new capitalist class. Workers in
North Korea, like workers everywhere,
need to overthrow these capitalist bosses.
In 1948, in the aftermath of World War
II, communist-led workers on Jeju Island

rebelled massively against a police assault on a
demonstration celebrating Korean resistance to
Japanese imperialism. They attacked 12 police
stations, burned polling centers, and called for insurrection against the US military government.
The South Korean government sent 3000 soldiers
to suppress the rebellion, but hundreds of the soldiers mutinied and handed over large caches of
small arms to the rebels. But eventually the rebellion was crushed and thousands massacred
while US representatives looked on.
This historic struggle continues to inspire
Gangjeong villagers. They have blocked bulldozers and cement trucks. They have confronted
the police and the army. And they, in turn, are
opening our eyes to the immediacy of the imperialists’ war plans. Let them start their wars! The
masses will finish them.
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