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Letter from Tel Aviv:

BUILDING ICWP IN THE FACE OF FASCIST SETTLERVIOLENCE

The Gaza genocide is continuing
more vigorously than before. IOF
(the Israeli Occupation Force) has
been regularly bombing Gaza. The
relentless winter rains, hunger, cold,
and the lack of the most basic
healthcare are killing more than dur-
ing the active war in Gaza. At the
same time, fascist settler violence in
the West Bank has increased in in-
tensity and brutality.

Our comrades have been reading
and using Red Flag for both organ-
izing and agitating. We have a big-
ger base of readers, and we are
trying to see who we can recruit
more urgently. A close friend of
ICWP has come forward in our ef-
forts to get to know Arab and Pales-
tinian workers.

Micah is in his mid-40s. Micah
and his wife, Sarah, have no chil-
dren, so they can spend lots of time
after work in a group called B’ Tse-
lem. This organization documents
violence in the West Bank. It has
about two hundred Palestinian vol-
unteers and dozens of Arab Israelis
and Jewish Israeli citizens.

Micah and Sarah have gotten to
know some people in B’ Tselem who
read Red Flag. One is a photogra-
pher who gets footage of olive pick-
ers. The photographer recently
documented a physical attack on the
olive pickers. Pickers had to leave
their olives behind so they could es-
cape violence.

The photographer said that im-
mediately after the attack, Arab Is-
raeli gang members stole the olives.
The Zionist settlers, the Palestinian
Authorities, the IOF, and the Arab
Israeli gang members work together
to assault, steal, and confiscate the
properties of Palestinian farmers
and workers.

B’Tselem is a liberal organization
that advocates ‘liberty, justice, and
equality’. However, some believe
that we need to transform this brutal
capitalist society. The photographer
friend is one of them. He sees that
just documenting violence and ex-
posing the settlers is not going to
change the very foundation of Zion-
ism and capitalism. We are spending

See TEL AVIV, page 2

tures drop.

to dangerously low levels.

Garment Workers Face Mass Layoffs
NEED COVIMUNIST IDEAS TO UNDERSTAND AND

BENGALURU (India), Novem-
ber 15— “It feels like another
tsunami is coming. We are exposed.
But we have only the Red Flag to
defend ourselves,” said Gita. She
was distributing her last copy of
Red Flag in the garment district
here.

Garment workers face a tsunami
of devastating layoffs. In some
medium-sized garment factories,
cancelled orders are piling up.
Workers are returning to their vil-
lages, just as they did during the
COVID-19 pandemic.

Gita is in an ICWP collective
with six other garment workers.
Four were terminated last month.
One has lived in Bengaluru all her
life. But the others come from dif-
ferent states.

Sanju said in a meeting, “These
shutdowns in our factories are the
result of capitalism in crisis. Trump
has raised tariffs. Initially, it was
25%. In July, he raised it to 50%.
We were gearing up for Christmas
production for Europe and the US.
Now I heard that they are getting
orders from Bangladesh and Mex-
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ico.

Another ICWP member, Runa,
said, “It is not just in the garment
industry. Our state, Karnataka, ex-
ports approximately $48 billion
(X 43 lakh crores) every year. We
have seen massive layoffs in the
auto parts, leather, pharmaceutical,
electronics, spices, and home fur-
nishing industries.”

Gita continued. “We were just
catching up on our massive debts
from Covid times. Now most of us
have no way to eat, take kids to

Gaza, November 14—The first heavy rainfall brought massive roodlng to
displacement camps. Most Palestinians shelter in flimsy tents since
Israeli bombings have reduced almost everything to rubble. The Israeli
rulers block deliveries of tents and other shelter supplies as tempera-

Still worse, bombs have destroyed all of Gaza's wastewater treatment
plants and most sewage pumping stations. Remaining pumps can'’t func-
tion due to lack of electricity and fuel. So raw sewage contaminates the
water that floods tents and soaks people’s belongings. There is a mas-
sive increase in water-borne disease. Access to safe water has dropped

This is genocide. This is why we must step up our fight for communism
everywhere. We are inspired by ICWP comrades in Gaza who continue
that struggle amidst these almost unimaginable conditions. We extend to
them, their families, and their friends our heartfelt sympathy and our
pledge to destroy this murderous capitalist system.

school, or pay rent, which is also
rising.”

Our collective had a very emo-
tional meeting. Comrades discussed
their personal difficulties and chal-
lenges, including how to survive.
Many more people came to our
meeting because we regularly talk
to workers through Red Flag.

We made a small flyer. It showed
a pile of unsold Christmas t-shirts
next to a pile of Red Flags. The
caption said, “The choice is clear.”
Not only did we distribute every
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Local and International Capitalists Are Responsible for Genocide
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THE MASSES MAKE HISTORY AND MUST FIGHT
FOR A COMMUNIST WORLD

November 17— Genocide has
been committed by local and rival-
ing world capitalists for years. It
continues in Gaza, where the Israeli
rulers have killed more than 69,187
Palestinians. Maybe 200,000. More
than 1.9 million have been forced to
abandon their former homes. All
the hospitals have been destroyed.
The living conditions are horrify-
ing, especially amid recent floods.

But in the face of all this, the re-
silient Palestinian masses survive
through collective efforts. They
continue their resistance and their
fight for a different world.

Many remember the genocide in
the Darfur region of Sudan twenty
years ago. Another genocide rages
in Sudan today, also orchestrated by
local and world capitalists. Official
figures show that, in the ongoing
war and genocide in this African
country, at least 150,000 people
have been killed. The real death toll
is much higher. More than 12 mil-
lion people have been forced to flee
their homes. The healthcare system
has been devastated. Over 70% of
hospitals are not functioning. There
are epidemics of diseases such as
cholera and measles.

Yet the Sudanese masses have a
long and notable history of mass
popular resistance. They have suc-
cessfully made revolutions and
ousted dictators in the past. That re-
sistance continues.

Geopolitics and Genocide

Sudan is important to the world's
capitalists because of its geostrate-
gic location at the crossroads of
sub-Saharan Africa and the Middle
East. It has significant natural re-

sources. It plays a crucial role in the
management of the Nile River and
regional trade. The rivaling world
capitalists are willing to destroy the
Sudanese population to control the
territory.

Two factions vie for control. The
Sudanese Armed Forces (SAF) rep-
resents the government and the
Rapid Support Forces (RSF) the op-
position. Rivaling world capitalists
have armed, trained, and supported
both factions, often both at the same
time.

The war and genocide reached a
peak after a Framework Agreement
was proposed in December 2022.
Its purpose was to integrate the RSF
into the regular army and establish
a civilian government. However,
Russia viewed the plan as a West-
ern-backed project (US, Europe,
and others). Today, the war and
genocide continue in Sudan.

International capitalists, includ-
ing the United Arab Emirates and
Russia, stood to lose the most from
the plan. Those that would gain the
most would be the US, Europe,
Iran, and Tiirkiye.

Chinese-made weapons, indi-
rectly transferred through the
United Arab Emirates (UAE), are
currently being used in the civil
war. Amnesty International recently
identified that Chinese-made
GB50A guided bombs and 155mm
AH-4 howitzers had been used in
Sudan. The weapons were manu-
factured by the Norinco Group, also
known as China North Industries
Group Corporation Limited, a state-
owned corporation.

In Gaza as well as in Sudan it is
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Communism Can ..
End Genocidal '
Capitalism LONDON, ENGLAND, 2024
The Sudanese
Communist Party (SCP) was masses are capable of. Industrial

founded in 1946. It became a major
force in that region. The SCP and
the masses played an instrumental
role in the October 1964 Revolu-
tion. The party brought people to-
gether from all ethnic groups and
belief communities. In Sudan it was
the only which involved women in
leadership.

However, the SCP did not mobi-
lize for communism and the heroic
masses’ actions did not lead to the
overthrow of capitalism with com-
munist revolution. Something we
all must do now.

The masses everywhere remain
present and combative. The geno-
cide in Gaza has mobilized the en-
tire world. Student strikes, massive
street demonstrations, even some
soldiers refusing orders and joining
the resistance, prove what the

workers and soldiers are key.

Comrade Hamza in Gaza, faced
with the horrors of the genocide and
having witnessed the collectivism
of the Gazan masses' resistance and
survival, declared: "I have seen the
future, and the future is commu-
nism." Comrades there are building
the International Communist Work-
ers' Party. The working class in
Sudan and everywhere must do the
same.

Our party is finding, everywhere
we organize, that masses are open
to communism as the only answer
to war and genocide. From Gaza to
Sudan, from India to El Salvador,
from the United States to South
Africa, to every corner of the Earth,
let's make communism a reality!

TEL AVIV from page

quality time with him, and he is
open to an honest struggle with Red
Flag.

Our outlook is to establish Red
Flag readers in the West Bank. We

are facing some obstacles. First,
Micah and Sarah read Red Flag
regularly, but they have not yet
joined our party. The other practical
difficulty is that, unlike Gaza,

where the English literacy rate is
very high, in the West Bank, work-
ers read only Arabic.

We believe we can resolve these
contradictions by involving more
comrades who see communism is
the only solution. There are many

bilingual Arabic/Hebrew translators
in Tel Aviv. We have to expand our
work. More comrades joining
ICWP will be a tremendous victory
for our class.

—ICWP collective
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ON THE WEB:

As usual, we have more than we can print. The website: www.ICWPRedFlag.org has the following

additional articles and letters this issue:

Mexico: Imperialism,Exploitation and Class Struggle
Ending Drug Addiction Requires a Society Based on Collectivity and Human Connection
Social-Democrat Mamdani Leads Angry Young Workers into Capitalist Trap reprinted from July 2025

Letters Remembering Comrade Pat Ryle

CHECK OUT THE ICWPEDIA: the online communist mini-encyclopedia.
Available through ICWPRedFlag.org or at icwpedia.org and the QR code to the right
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Volume 16 Number 16, November 19 to December 10, 2025

www.icwpredflag.org — Twitter (@RedFlagBandera
E-mail: icwp@nym.hush.com
Instagram: @icwprf Facebook:icwpredflag
Phone: US: (323) 812-9155
South Africa 084 682 6501 and 081 553 5880
Write to: PM.B. 362
3006 S.Vermont Ave., Los Angeles, CA 90007, USA



http://www.ICWPRedFlag.org

www.icwpredflag.org 3

SOLIDARITY WITH BOEING STRIKERS: BUILDING FOR
COMMUNIST REVOLUTION

SEATTLE (USA), November 9
— “It takes more than giving a
speech from the podium saying that
you are with the strikers these last
three months. It takes being with
them in a real and concrete way. It
takes seeing how to make a more
effective struggle,” wrote “El
Charro Mortal” after returning to
Seattle from meeting striking Boe-
ing workers in St. Louis. Workers
in these plants make military air-
craft and weapons systems.

As far as “El Charro Mortal”
knew, he and his two friends from
Chicago were the only rank-and-
file Boeing workers who traveled to
join the picket lines. About three
thousand industrial workers were
on strike.

He gave a more detailed report at
a meeting of Boeing activists in the
Industrial Action Committee. He
wants to take another trip to St.
Louis. He invited a member of the
Committee and an ICWP comrade
to come with him this time.

Political Preparation for
Communist Solidarity

The agenda at the committee
meeting included a history of indus-
trial workers fighting for commu-
nist revolution.

The ICWP comrade began with a
reminder of the genocide from
Gaza to the Sudan and more. Mas-
sive demonstrations throughout Eu-
rope, dockworker strikes against the

MEXICO, November 13—The
anger of teachers in Mexico
must lead to a fight to put an
end to capitalism and build a
communist society. That’'s why
they should join ICWP. In Mex-
ico City we went to their en-
campment and invited them to
join our party. Three hundred
fifty participants in the encamp-
ment took Red Flag.

BENGALURU GARMENT WORKERS from page 1

Gaza genocide, murder of Venezue-
lan workers building up to imperi-
alist war and threats to go
‘guns-a-blazing” into Nigeria set
the scene.

During the Boeing strike in Seat-
tle last year, dozens of young work-
ers worried about escalating war
footing, the result of racism and fas-
cism. Those striking workers enthu-
siastically took Red Flag. Many
still read it.

Boeing workers and others work-
ing for [AM subcontractors have
rallied to fight for thousands suffer-
ing deportation.

But what most excited members
of the Boeing industrial committee
was the history of the Putilov work-
force in pre-revolutionary Russia.

In 1917, most Russian military
weapons were made in the Putilov
plants. Over 100,000 industrial

workers not only produced these
weapons but also brought them to
the front lines where the commu-
nists fought for a new society. The
workers showed the soldiers how to
use these munitions and fought be-

side them.

Committee members, especially
those who had just returned from
St. Louis, took notes.

The committee had a chance to
discuss the historical revolts that led
to communist revolution. The need
to crush Boeing and other imperial-
ist war production became para-
mount to some committee
members.

Others still hoped that socialism
will save the day. But a society built
on wage slavery and profits will
never meet the needs of the work-
ing class.

Everyone was invited to the
ICWP potluck on Nov. 22. It’s a
good opportunity to secure relation-
ships. And an even better opportu-
nity to bring to light the
contradictions between commu-
nism and socialism.

The visit to St. Louis opened the
door. Our traveling friend learned
something. It does take more than
giving a speech from the podium. It
takes being with industrial workers
in a real and concrete way that leads

to a more effective struggle.

Our party’s question is: How do
we expand the communist struggle?

Persistent discussion with indus-
trial workers is a must, whether at
the factory gates, social events, or a
committee meeting. As is Red Flag
distribution at the plant gates. Col-
lectives inside the factories will
lead to concrete struggles to recruit
and consolidate new members.
During Trump’s first regime, many
workers in the Boeing plant build-
ing where ICWP had a base stopped
work to figure out how to fight the
separation of families at the
US/Mexico border.

Seattle comrades hope new com-
munists and friends can bring their
experiences here this spring.

War and fascism are here. Our
party must bring communist ideas
to factories worldwide. The politi-
cal and social relationships we
build today not only increase the
struggle in the factory but can
spread communist solidarity around
the world.

Ty, AT

-

S

=
.

Il 1HF['1 L-.

JETH LS

Ll L R

Several workers an-

copy of Red Flag, and many people
requested additional copies.

The meeting was now crowded.
Sanju tried to guide it. “In the pages
of Red Flag, 1 read about the geno-

cide in Gaza. Those who are still
alive are hungry and starving, and
their homes are in ruins. Why can’t
we send them these unsold gar-
ments?”

BENGALURU, INDIA, Spring 2016

swered in unison:
CAPITALISM!

The cruel capitalist system 1is
busy trying to find markets in
Dubai, Riyadh, Latin America, and
Africa for the garments originally
destined for Europe and the US. We
have seen the effects. Some large
garment factories are beginning to
hire again. But the workers’ wages
have been cut in half.

Our collective will be reduced in
size as comrades return to their vil-
lages. But it will also grow much
bigger. Gita said, “We need many
more of us to fill the room and
come with more copies of Red
Flag. We are the only ones who will
fight to destroy capitalism. And see
the necessity of building commu-
nism.

“I was talking to a friend whose
husband just lost his job at an auto
parts factory,” Gita continued.
“When he saw Red Flag, he asked,

‘Why are you not distributing this
to everyone in my factory?’”

We see in our collectives that the
reaction of workers who lost their
jobs in the auto parts industry is not
unique. Increasingly, people are
seeking alternatives to this relent-
less cycle of poverty. We need to
build unbreakable personal rela-
tionships with these friends.

That means building our Interna-
tional Communist Workers’ Party.
There are seven billion of us. We
face the same enemy of capitalism,
which creates wars, genocide, reli-
gious hatred, and divides workers.
Our answer must be resolute.

We take inspiration from our
comrades in El Salvador, Mexico,
South Africa, the USA, and many
other areas. We strive to double or
triple our growing party by May
Day.



ICWP Opens Door to
Seeing a Better Way to
Survive

Hello Comrades.

I’'m from South Africa. When |
started joining ICWP, | fell in love
with the party almost immediately
because it was way different than
the other political parties that | was
familiar with in South Africa. Like
the African National Congress, the
Democratic Alliance, and the Eco-
nomic Freedom Fighters, to name
a few. | realized that all those polit-
ical parties are just playing mind
games with us. The only thing they
care about is numbers and money,
not about our wellbeing and a bet-
ter education system.

But with ICWP it has opened an-
other door in ways of thinking that
there is actually a better way to
survive and live without corruption,
crime and abuse of alcohol and
drugs. We can actually survive
without depending on money.

Yesterday my Mom and | cooked
some soup for people in my area.
It wasn’t something fancy or big.
But the smiles on each person’s
face that was there! It was out of
this world. Now | want to mention
that if all of us can be like that and
share the little that we have,
among each other, the world will
be a better place. | want to grow
and make sure | bring a lot of peo-
ple to join our party and help de-
stroy the capitalist system.

Do you agree? We need to build
relationships with other young
comrades everywhere.

Viva, Comrades, Viva! | join! |
join!

—High school student in Kar-
iega (South Africa)

It’s great to hear that
young
comrades in South Africa
have set up an
international group chat!
| am a high school teacher In

Los Angeles, California. Many of
my students also have your senti-

~ 8| ment about changing our

+| world. And there is no
~ | system other than com-
munism that can really
meet the needs of work-
ers and youth in Los An-
| geles and workers and

+| youth in South Africa.
\ Students in my high
school classroom are al-
ready coming in with
deep criticism of the soci-
| ety we live in. As a com-
munist teacher, | also
point out that it’s not just
“society.” It's the capitalist
society that we need to
blame.

Recently, I've been
having strong political
discussions with one of
my students, Daniel. We've talked
about racism and how capitalism
created the concept of race to op-
press, control, and divide workers.
| explained to him that the history
of the United States is a racist his-
tory that used racism to oppress
slaves from Africa.

| often get students that immi-
grated from Latin America. When |
mention slavery in a class lesson,
they did not even know that slav-
ery existed here in the US. This
means that capitalist educational
systems will always try to erase
the real history of capitalists and
imperialists. My student was fasci-
nated when [ told him that it was
because of the history of racism in
the US that ethnic groups live di-
vided here in Los Angeles.

Daniel knows that | am a very
political person since | am a com-
munist. So he has been coming to
my class wanting to talk about phi-
losophy, religion, and even our
purpose in life. Last week, Daniel
asked me if | had heard about
what is happening in Sudan. | had-
n’t heard much about it, so | told
him that | would meet with my col-
lective and talk about it. It was a
total coincidence that on that same
evening, we had a scheduled
ICWP collective meeting. | told
Daniel that my communist friends
would love to meet him to talk
about these topics that must be
important for all of us.

| hope to bring Daniel closer to
ICWP. My plan is to invite him to
our next local ICWP event. We are
also working on establishing a
book club with a recent high
school graduate who is open to
our ideas and wants to join a book
club with us.

The truth is that we are all think-
ing about each other around the
world. It’s in our nature to wonder
how people are struggling through
war and hunger, here in the US
and in other countries. This is in-
ternational solidarity. And hearing
from young comrades in South

Africa sounds like in-
ternational communist
solidarity in action. |
hope to hear from you
and meet you soon.

Raising a Commu-
nist Fist!

—Los Angeles
(USA) Teacher

Blame
Capitalism,
Not Moms

“I think that at my
age, I'm safe taking
Tylenol if | feel any
pain from this shot,” |
said ironically to the
nurse who had just
given me my flu vac-
cine.
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The nurse, another older
woman, shook her head. “Isn’t it
ridiculous?” she asked.

“They always want to guilt-trip
the mom,” | answered. And then
moved on so someone else could
get their shot.

A fascist attack on science is
being organized in the US under
the direction of Robert F. Kennedy,
Jr. It has pushed the narrative that
autism is “caused” by pregnant
women taking Tylenol.

This is a vicious lie. It is based
on an unscientific and willful distor-
tion of the data. There is some cor-
relation between children with
autism and mothers who take
Tylenol during pregnancy. There’s
also a high correlation between
deaths by drowning and ice-cream
sales. Both happen more often in
the summer. But that doesn’t mean
that eating ice cream causes
drowning. Actual scientists look at
the evidence. Tylenol doesn't
“cause” autism.

Autism is a form of neurodiver-
gence. It is primarily genetic, com-
plex, and not caused by toxins in
food, water, or vaccines. People
on the autism spectrum are differ-
ent, many with exceptional gifts.
They are not broken, or a
“tragedy.”

The experts diagnose “Autism
Spectrum Disorder,” but it’s not the
child that’s disordered. It is the
capitalist system that is disor-
dered. We're fighting for a commu-
nist society that doesn’t see
workers’ worth as tied to their abil-
ity to make profits for the bosses.
That society will be organized to
value the gifts that everyone con-
tributes to society. We cherish
them today.

The portrayal of autism as a
tragedy caused by pregnant moth-
ers taking Tylenol, and scolding
women to tough out the pain, re-
flects the sexist and racist bias of
capitalist medical care. Nurses are
taught that women of color com-
plain more about pain than white
women. Medical personnel are
taught that women complain more
about pain than men. And parents
— especially mothers — are
blamed for more things caused by
capitalism than | could list here.

I’'m angrier than ever at a capi-
talist system which marginalizes
our beloved children and blames
the mom whenever anything goes
wrong. Communism will provide a
better life for our human family. It
can’t come soon enough.

—Red Grandmother

Read our pamphlet:

THE COMMUNIST
FIGHT AGAINST
SEXISM

available at:
icwpredflag.org/sexe.
pdf
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THE NEW OPIUM WARS: A WORLDWIDE ATTACK ON WORKERS

Today’s capitalist rulers are wag-
ing a global drug war — not against
drugs, but against the working
class. From South Africa to the
United States to Ecuador and be-
yond, they use addiction as a polit-
ical weapon to pacify, divide, and
destroy angry, unemployed youth
before they can rebel.

This is not new. The tactic began
in the 18th century when China led
the world in manufacturing and
trade. Britain, unable to compete,
found another way to conquer:
opium. In the 19th century, British
merchants and warships flooded
China with addiction, draining sil-
ver, devastating communities, crip-
pling workers and soldiers, and
derailing a rising civilization.

The Opium Wars were not just
about trade — they were about
domination. One empire drugged
the industrial workers and soldiers
of another into submission.

Addiction as Control:
The Imperial Template

The British Empire used opium
to balance trade and keep China de-
pendent. The United States later
adopted the same imperial formula.

When US agencies flooded
Black neighborhoods with crack
cocaine in the 1980s, it was no ac-
cident — it was social control. The
same racist logic shaped US policy

in Latin America, where drug cor-
ridors became tools for military and
political domination. Even US sol-
diers in Vietnam were kept numb
and disposable through the heroin
pipeline that followed them home.

Each empire invents its own ver-
sion of opium. The function re-
mains constant: destroy potential
resistance, keep the exploited
docile, and profit from their suffer-
ing.

Nationalism as the New
Opium

Two centuries later, China’s
rulers are reviving the memory of
that trauma — not to resist imperi-
alism, but to reproduce it. Xi Jin-
ping’s government has turned
remembrance of the Opium Wars
into a national cult of humiliation
and revenge. Statues of Lin Zexu,
the Qing official who once fought
opium smuggling, now serve as
icons of obedience to the capitalist
state.

The message is clear: obey, unite,
and prepare to defend the mother-
land. But this is no liberation. It’s a
mirror image of the very imperial-
ism that once devastated China,
now draped in red flags and patri-
otic slogans.

Today, the Chinese ruling class
sells a different drug — not opium
or fentanyl, but nationalism. Out-

rage becomes addictive; loyalty be-
comes a narcotic. The Party’s capi-
talist elite preach “never forget
national humiliation” while presid-
ing over sweatshops, billionaires,
and censorship. Lin Zexu’s legacy
is repackaged as propaganda to si-
lence workers, migrants, and dis-
senters.

The logic is the same one the
British once enforced: profit, hier-
archy, and exploitation. The only
difference is the flag.

Dog Eat Dog: Capitalism’s
Endless War

Empires fall, but the system re-
mains. Britain’s empire gave way to
US hegemony; now US dominance
is challenged by Chinese imperial-
ism. The names change, but capital-
ism’s global battlefield stays the
same. Nations, corporations, and
elites compete for markets, re-
sources, and labor, while workers
everywhere pay the price.

Just as Britain once drowned
China in opium to cripple a rival,
the United States now hides its own
imperialist crimes behind a “war on
drugs.” US missiles strike small
boats off Venezuela’s coast, claim-
ing to target “narco-terrorists,”
though no credible evidence exists.
The real goal is control — not
morality.

This is not a clash of civiliza-

tions. It’s a clash of capitalist pow-
ers. Each empire promises freedom
from the last and ends up enslaving
the same people — the workers.
The problem isn’t who wins. It’s the
game itself.
The Lesson of the
Opium Wars

When Xi’s government urges the
people to “never forget national hu-
miliation,” we can agree — but not
on their terms. We must remember
how empires, old and new, profit
from misery, weaponize addiction
and nationalism, and pit workers
against each other.

The answer isn’t to replace one
empire with another. It’s to end the
system that breeds them — the sys-
tem that treats workers’ lives as ex-
pendable tools of profit.

Communism offers what no cap-
italist empire can: a world without
exploitation, consumption, or con-
quest. International working-class
power can end every addiction —
not only to opium and oil, but to
money, competition, and domina-
tion.

Only then will we close the chap-
ter that began with British gunboats
and continues today through trade
wars, drug crises, and proxy battles.
Until that day, humanity remains
high on the same poison — capital-
ism — but the antidote is coming.

PLEASE SEND YOUR LETTERS, RESPONSES AND SUGGESTIONS TO

Workers Need
Communism to End
Wage Slavery

Greetings comrades.

| have read the letter that an-
other worker wrote to Red Flag in
a previous edition. They asked
some questions about political
economy.

Why don't machines generate
profits on their own?

Why do capitalists invest in un-
productive capital?

A former coworker from the fac-
tory worked from 6 am to 6 pm and
never organized for fear of being
fired.

A few days ago, she was fired.
From that you can see that the
only thing that interests the bosses
is our labor power. How much the
worker yields is what matters.

On the other hand, it’s said that
we need the bosses to survive.
That'’s true, for now. But they need
us more because without us they
would not generate profits. Ma-
chines alone do not produce. At
least in these countries, they still
depend a lot on the workers’ labor.
Because in other countries, tech-
nology advances and many work-
ers are replaced, although not
entirely.

Businesspeople invest in land
that they do not use and could be
called unproductive. But they use it
as collateral to obtain financing
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that they then invest to improve
their businesses and continue ex-
ploiting more workers.

I’'m asked, “How much do you
make a day where you are working
now?” | gladly answer, “$115 a
fortnight, $100 for the boss and
$15 for me.” That's how they work
all over the world. Now they fire
me, but there are many like me out
there who are hungry and who
come to work to generate profits
for the bosses in order to survive.

That's why we need Commu-
nism: to end wage slavery, ex-
ploitation, and borders and to be
able to work based on need.

That is why | fight and why |
have been organized in the ICWP
for several years. When the Com-
munist revolution triumphs, we the
working class will lead a system
that is fair for us.

—Woman comrade worker in El
Salvador

Capitalism,
Not Anti-Fascism,
Ravages US Cities
In October, President Trump and
his cabinet claimed that “Portland
is on fire!” and “Portland is war-
ravaged!” Also, “The city has been
besieged by violence perpetrated
by antifa thugs!”
Of course, these were blatant
lies. Portland, Oregon, along with
Washington DC, Los Angeles and

Chicago are supposed to be dan-
gerous, crime-filled cities. In all
these places working people are
struggling to survive due to the fail-
ure of capitalism. Many jobs are
temporary, with low wages and no
benefits. Decent housing is unaf-
fordable and healthcare is expen-
sive. When people do not have a
job or they work for very low
wages and cannot afford a place
to live, they often end up on the
street.

The bosses do nothing to stop
the availability of street drugs and
allow gangs to exist to distribute
them. They are the ones responsi-
ble for crime and danger!

Under these intolerable condi-
tions, workers historically have
united and fought back. Portland
has a strong labor history. It goes
back to the International Workers
of the World (IWW) and the lumber
strikes and demonstrations to fight
for economic relief and social jus-
tice. Portland’s strike against the

Oregon Packing Company in 1913
was led by women cannery work-
ers who were working 10-to-12-
hour days.

Then and now, workers have
been influenced by communist
ideas. Communists not only fight
against the horrors of capitalism
right here and now, but we also
know that ultimately the capitalist
system must be torn down com-
pletely and be replaced with a
communist system. Only then will
we be able to create a world free
from exploitation, wage slavery,
constant wars, and destruction of
the environment.

The ICWP recognizes that many
young people who are currently in-
volved in these reform struggles
are very open to revolutionary
ideas and want to know about the
possibilities of communism. We
encourage them to join our inter-
national movement!

—Comrades in the US Pacific
Northwest

Read our manifesto:

MOBILIZE THE MASSES
FOR COMMUNISM

Available at:
icwpredflag.org/mmce.pdf
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FASCIST KIDNAPPINGS AND GAZA CRISIS SHOW NEED FOR MORE
CLARITY ON COMMUNIST WORKERS’ POWER

This is the first in a series that
will summarize historical debates
over the nature of workers’ power
and the revolutionary practice that
spurred them.

USA, November 2— “I’m a so-
cialist,” said a young activist. It was
a rare quiet moment at a Commu-
nity Defense Center in front of a
Home Depot. The group tries to
help day laborers avoid being kid-
napped by ICE (immigration po-
lice).

“I’'m an anarchist,” responded
another.

“And I'm a communist,” an
ICWP comrade shared. Addressing
the young anarchist, she added, “I
think we probably have a lot in
common.”

He agreed.

“In the past,” the comrade con-
tinued, “communists and anarchists
agreed on the need to smash the
capitalist state. Not to take it over
and reform it, as socialists wanted.
Their long-term goals were vague
but similar: people working coop-
eratively and sharing without a
money economy. The real disagree-
ment was about socialism. Commu-
nists wanted to build a socialist
state as a transition to that future.
Anarchists didn’t.”

The anarchist nodded.

“But,” said the comrade, “our
party broke decisively with the
20th-century communist movement

on that point, among others. Social-
ism never transitioned into commu-
nism. It exposed itself as essentially
state capitalism. Instead, our work
is to mobilize masses for commu-
nism now. So that in a revolutionary
situation we and they can begin to
build communism directly.

“I think,” the comrade continued,
“that the main difference now be-
tween anarchism and communism
as we understand it is whether we
need to organize as one interna-
tional communist workers’ party.
Or if autonomous anarchist collec-
tives could make revolution or or-
ganize globally after.”

There was a little more to this
conversation before the shift coor-
dinator sent everyone to their sta-
tions. The comrade promised to
share the Red Flag series about the
Chinese Cultural Revolution. Her
anarchist friend was interested in
reading it.

Practice, Theory, Practice

We learned a lot from the experi-
ences of the so-called “ultra-left” in
the Chinese Great Proletarian Cul-
tural Revolution of the 1960s. From
their breakthroughs, and from their
defeat. From the Haitian revolution
of 1804. And from the Paris Com-
mune of 1871. From the earliest
practice of the working class exer-
cising its own power.

And from mistakes we ourselves
made when nationalism or re-

formism shaped our organizing in
factories, fields, and schools. There
is more to learn from our own his-
tory in the USA, El Salvador, South
Africa, and elsewhere. And much to
share with younger friends and
newer comrades.

We also have more to learn from
the contradictions and struggles in
the Communist Party of the Soviet
Union (CPSU) in its first years of
power. As it tried to make sense of
its own revolutionary practice and
chart a road forward.

As far as we know, no CPSU
members in the 1920s developed a
line close to ours today. But inner-
party debates between 1921-1925
over the nature of the socialist state
echo themes we encounter in dis-
cussions today. Later articles in this
series will look at some of them.

Background: Marx and
Engels on Working-Class Power

Like things Marx and Engels
wrote, the Communist Manifesto
(1848) was grounded in contempo-
rary working-class struggles like
Chartism. Regrettably, they knew
(or possibly cared) too little about
the Haitian revolution to draw les-
sons from it. The first phase of that
revolution ended with a new Hait-
ian capitalist class in power. The
second, in 1804, was the world’s
first proletarian revolution.

The Manifesto said that “the first
step in the revolution by the work-

LETTERS REMEMBERING COMRADE PAT RYLE

ing class is to raise the proletariat to
the position of the ruling class to
win the battle of democracy.

“The proletariat will use its polit-
ical supremacy to wrest, by degree,
all capital from the bourgeoisie, to
centralize all instruments of pro-
duction in the hands of the state,” it
continued. “I.e., of the proletariat
organized as the ruling class.”

A proletarian “state” would end
capitalist property relations “by de-
gree.” This was a very general for-
mulation. A study of Haiti, had it
been possible then, would have en-
abled Marx and Engels to be more
specific. But it was not until the
Paris Commune of 1871 that they
could analyze even a brief period of
working-class rule.

The next article in this series will
explain how the split between anar-
chists and communists deepened as
they drew conflicting lessons from
the Paris Commune of 1871.

Red Flag series about the
Cultural Revolution in
China:

available at
https://icwpredflag.org/wp/word
press/pamphlets-and-article-se-
ries/history-of-the-cultural-revo-

lution-in-china/

Warrior Strength,

Big Heart, Confidence

in the Masses

At those international party
meetings some twenty years ago,
we heard about a group of com-
rades fighting in the Oakland, Cali-
fornia area. Pat was among them.

But thirteen years ago, without
knowing us, trusting only in our
comradeship in the Party, he
opened his home to us. We lived
there for two and a half months,
long enough to get to know our es-
teemed comrade Pat, from whom
we learned several life lessons:

(1) There is no greater enemy
than the capitalist system. If it per-
sists, preventable diseases and all
their causes will have no solution
for the working class.

(2) In our daily lives, we can
combine in a dignified manner the
struggle to crush the capitalist sys-
tem and our everyday struggle to
survive.

And (3) even with our illnesses,
we can live with strength, joy, and
hope that a society led by the
working class is possible.

During our stay with him, he
taught us other ways to fight, with-
out fear, but with joy and with great

conviction. He took us to distribute
Red Flag to students, professors,
and workers at the University of
California, or outside the train sta-
tion. He taught us not only to dis-
tribute literature but also to strike
up conversations with those who
were interested in communist
ideas.

Pat was certain that only long-
term personal relationships, collec-
tivity, and organization through a
party would give the working class
the strength and clarity to defeat
the capitalist bosses. Pat put the
priority of spreading communist
ideas above his illness; he never
played the victim.

He knew about our interest in
food production and took us to see
California’s agricultural fields and
Napa’s vineyards.

Pat, we will remember you for
your warrior strength, your big
heart, your confidence, and the
lessons you taught us. Your legacy
will live on in the struggle of our
party, the ICWP.

A fraternal embrace to Pat’s
beloved family. We remember you
fondly and send our sincere con-
dolences.

—Comrades in Mexico

Communist Energy
Lives On
Comrades! Receive a fraternal
greeting from us in solidarity at this

difficult time, in the face of the
physical departure of comrade Pat
Ryle.

His example of consciousness
and commitment together with the
masses for the construction of a
communist world becomes a seed.
It gives us strength and clarity to
follow this path, with-

talism and make it disappear.

We reiterate our fraternal and
combative greetings to his family
and Party for those who gave so
many contributions throughout his
life, beyond San Francisco, USA,
as an industrial organizer, teacher,
and party leader.

Pat, live and live on! The strug-
gle continues without stopping!

—Movement of Workers and
Peasants (MTC), Costa Rica

out borders. To con-
front all forms and
mechanisms of ideo-
logical, political, eco-
nomic, and cultural
domination typical of
the capitalist system,
expressed in a multi-
plicity of right-wingers
equally disastrous for
our struggles and peo- [
ples.

We are convinced
that Comrade Pat has
left only physically. His
energy will continue to
awaken conscious-
ness and build bridges
between our relentless %
struggles to fight capi-
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It is unfortunate what is hap-
pening with this senseless per-
secution of people from our
country by La Migra (ICE). At
every traffic light on the way to
work | see how they get out,
beat, and arrest people without
looking for anyone specific. Only
to instill terror in the streets.

| want to tell you what | have
experienced this week. La Migra
arrested my daughter without
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checking her papers until hours
after having beaten and mis-
treated her. They released her
after verifying that she is a citi-
zen.

What we are experiencing fills
me with pain and anger. That is
why | want to speak. To say how
important it is to be united in the
face of the terror and dehuman-
ization that this murderous sys-
tem is carrying out.
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My daughter, despite the
blows, is now at home. But this
leads me to think of all the other
people from my country who do
not have their papers: evicted
and torn from their homes, chil-
dren orphaned, families de-
stroyed.

In recent weeks, the terror of
La Migra towards all of us has
intensified. In our community we
have organized a group to alert
people where La Migra is and
thus evade their harassment.

| We are coordinating with an

agency to use as a shelter and

14 to provide food for anyone who
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Charlotte, North Carolina, USA November 2025

Red Flag Stitches
Together Lives in India
and Sudan
| got a teaching assignment in
Sudan five years ago. When | ar-

rived, | discovered that | had to
complete some paperwork or pay
cash to a corrupt official to obtain
authorization. Since | was penni-
less, just out of college, | relied on
that job to cover my expenses.
Now | was stuck in Khartoum, pen-
niless and without a place to stay.

| had only a contact number for
Zahra in Khartoum. Her husband
was a construction worker in Saudi
Arabia. | explained my situation to
Zahra. We were communicating
using Google Translate.

Zahra immediately came to
meet me at the airport. She was

very kind. She assured me that
she would take care of me just as
if | were a family member. |
couldn’t believe that she gave me
the best room in her modest
house, where | stayed for two
months.

It was during Ramadan. She
and her entire family would cook
the most amazing food for me
every day while they were fasting.
For me, a Hindu woman coming
from India, to be served by a Mus-
lim family was unbelievable. They
were so kind, considerate, and
genuinely sincere that | truly
looked at us as a big human fam-
ily. Those two months | stayed with
Zahra will forever remain in my
memory.

Later, when the situation in
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needs help.

Only together can we destroy
the roots of the oppression to
which we are being subjected.
We must stop it. We cannot con-
tinue to live in fear. We raise our
voices.

Thanks for sharing this.

—Red Flag reader from Mex-
ico living in Charlotte, North Car-
olina (USA)

Sudan had been deteriorating for
two years, | became concerned
about Zahra. Now | had a stable
job in India, but | was desperate to
find out how Zahra was doing. She
told me that her house in Khar-
toum was destroyed. She had to
leave and was in a refugee camp
in Egypt with her toddler. And her
husband lost his job in Saudi Ara-
bia.

| immediately booked a flight to
Cairo. | asked all my friends and
relatives to donate. When | saw
Zahra, we hugged for what felt like
an eternity. All those incredible
emotions! | gave her the money.
She was so emotional and refused
to take it.

| told her that seventy-eight
years ago, in the largest human

Community Mobilizes against Racist Anti-Immigrant Terror

Read this pamphlet at
icwpredflag.org/ffde.pdf

migration in history, my grandfa-
ther faced a similar situation. And
after several generations, | feel the
same empathy for Zahra.

Now | am back in India. | am
sharing my story so everybody will
know about Zahra and me. We are
not alone. There are millions like
us. We need each other; we are a
human family.

What stitched our lives together
was one Red Flag in Chennai that
was sent to a construction worker
in Saudi Arabia. The Red Flag was
shared to other workers. One was
Zahra’s husband.

Sudan, you are not alone.

—Friend in India

LATIN AMERICA from page 8

vehicles.

US Secretary of State Marco
Rubio has complained that the USA
“can’t afford to let the Chinese
Communist Party expand its influ-
ence and absorb Latin America and
the Caribbean into its private polit-
ical-economic bloc.”

A Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokesman responded that Latin
America is “no one’s backyard” and
that “bullying... will not work.”

The US wants regime change in
Venezuela, Cuba, Nicaragua, and
beyond. It wants to further impov-
erish Latin America masses with
more austerity. It wants slave labor
for war production. The Chinese
imperialists want to be new top ex-
ploiters of Latin American re-
sources and workers.

Capitalist Rulers: Most
Dangerous Enemy of the
International Working Class

Neither the US, Chinese, nor
Russian imperialists care about the
masses. They are all willing to spill
our blood for their profits. Each is
fighting to control the labor power,
resources, and factories of Latin
America and the world. They are
determined to use nuclear weapons,
if necessary, to decide which of
them will rule the world.

This is the inevitable result of a
system based on wage slavery, pro-
duction for profits, and competition
for markets to maximize profits. It
has led us to a world on the brink of
two existential threats: destruction
of nature and the killing of hun-
dreds of millions.

Such a monstrous inhumane sys-
tem can’t be reformed. It must be
destroyed.

That is the historic duty of the in-
ternational working class, the
gravediggers of capitalism-imperi-
alism. Today’s events presage re-
bellions and revolutions.

World Wars I and II created the
objective conditions for the Russian
and Chinese Revolutions. These
had the potential to end capitalism-
imperialism and build communism.

The fact that the old communist
movement fought for socialism
doesn’t negate that classless com-
munism is the future of humanity.

Socialism was and is state capi-
talism. Venezuelan workers are still
chained to wage slavery and the
capitalist market, like workers

everywhere.

The working class needs to as-
sume its historic role. Having
fought for socialism, reforms, and
national liberation— we now need to
fight directly for communism.

We need to build an international
revolutionary movement of indus-
trial and agricultural workers, sol-
diers, and youth to destroy
capitalism-imperialism and build a
communist world. Without wage
slavery, money, markets, borders,
or nations. Where the masses pro-
duce only to meet their needs.

We need to spread Red Flag and
build communist collectives every-
where.



War in Ukraine: Disaster for All Workers
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TURNING IMPERIALIST WAR INTO COMMUNIST REVOLUTION

November 17—Once again,
workers are forced to fight their
class siblings for the profits and ter-
ritorial ambitions of their ex-
ploiters. In this case, Ukrainian and
Russian capitalists.

Some are drafted by law and oth-
ers by poverty. Some are volunteers
blinded by nationalism or anti-com-
munism. Who benefits from the
mass bloodshed and devastation?
Only the capitalist and imperialist
rulers of Russia, Ukraine, and
Ukraine’s western allies.

Socialists and communists held
an important conference in Basel
(Switzerland) in 1912. They de-
clared that, in case of war, workers
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everywhere should “with all their
powers utilize the economic and
political crisis created by the war to
arouse the people and thereby to
hasten the downfall of capitalist
class rule.” This is still true.

Who are the workers fighting in
Ukraine?

Both Russia and Ukraine have
compulsory military drafts.

Putin promised that draftees
would not serve in combat. Still,
many youths fled the country. Pris-
oners were recruited with a promise
of freedom if they survived.

A disproportionate number of
Russian draftees are ethnic minori-
ties, mainly from Siberia and the far
east. They get the most
dangerous assignments.

The Russian imperi-
alist army needs still
more cannon fodder. It
recruits  mercenaries
from desperately poor
communities in India,
Nepal, and sub-Saharan
4| Africa. Indian youths,
" promised jobs and uni-
y versity admission in
Russia, found them-
selves instead on the
front lines in Ukraine.

Thousands of North
Koreans are also fight-
ing for Russia. White

nationalists, neo-Nazis, Christian
extremists, and other fascists from
across Europe volunteer alongside
pro-Russian separatists in Ukraine’s
Donbas region.

The pro-West Ukrainian capital-
ist government realized that its own
draft and nationalist propaganda
would not mobilize enough troops
to stop the Russian invasion. It
formed an International Legion.
This Legion reflected Ukraine’s
history of fascist antisemitic oppo-
sition to the Soviet Union during
World War II.

We don’t mourn the deaths of
fascist mercenaries on either side.

But the mounting casualties
among working-class youth from
almost every continent are a
tragedy for us all. They should spur
us to organize more vigorously for
communism. Especially among
youth. Especially those in uniform.

The first world war broke out
two years after the Basel Manifesto.
Most socialists quickly succumbed
to nationalism. They abandoned in-
ternational working class solidarity.
They supported “their” govern-
ments—actually the governments
of their own exploiters.

The communist Bolshevik Party
in Russia was the big exception.
Others included a breakaway fac-
tion of German communists and so-

Latin America: Cornerstone of US Global Empire

CENTRAL AMERICA, Novem-
ber 11— “Why is Trump starting a
war with Venezuela? Why doesn’t
he use that money to help people in
the US that need it?” asked a new
friend, questioning why 20% of ac-
tive US war ships are there.

“Because US rulers are fighting
for their empire. Latin America is
an important part of it. China, Rus-
sia, and Iran have been expanding
their influence there. Empires’ fate
is decided by world war. Venezuela
is a front — like Ukraine and Gaza -
in an expanding WWIII,” explained
a comrade.

Latin America, crucial to the rise
of US imperialism, is now crucial
for its survival. US rulers plan to in-
tegrate this whole region into
“Fortress America”, further enslav-
ing Latin American workers and
hoping to defeat China-Russia-Iran
in World War II1.

The US military now prioritizes
“Homeland” and hemispheric secu-
rity. Its slogan, “If you want peace,
prepare for war,” lies that war with
China is not inevitable.

The US rulers are trying to dis-
lodge China from the Americas.
Trade between China and Latin
America increased spectacularly
from $18 billion in 2002 to $450

billion in 2022. China has invested
$billions in Venezuela’s oil indus-
try. Its huge port in Peru means re-
sources can ship directly to China,
and military hardware to South
America, bypassing the US, Mex-
ico, and the Panama Canal.

China has extended Venezuela a
$60 billion line of credit to fight US
imperialist aggression. Gone are the
days when the US could invade
countries like Panama or Nicaragua
with little opposition. And a US in-
vasion could lead to rebellions from
Peru to Brazil to Mexico.

Venezuelan and Iranian capital-
ists are selling oil using crypto cur-
rency, bypassing US reserve
currency and US-controlled finan-
cial institutions.

Both Russia and China have
landed planes in Venezuela with
weapons for its military. They are
supplying Maduro with advanced
air defense systems, missiles, and
offensive cyber security equipment
to track and disable US naval ships.
A reported 200 troops from Rus-
sia’s Wagner Group were sent.

Iran has provided attack naval
craft with anti-ship missiles. It su-
pervises the manufacturing of
drones and unmanned aerial

See LATIN AMERICA, page 1

WORKERS’HISTORIC ROLE IS TO DESTROY ALL IMPERIALISTS WITH
COMMUNIST REVOLUTION

cialists and anarchists in the USA.

There were at most a few thou-
sand Bolsheviks before the war.
There were 24,000 in February
1917, which grew to 400,000 by
October. The October Revolution
realized the goal of “the downfall of
capitalist class rule” in Russia.

As war spreads across the globe
today, that remains our urgent task.

But revolutionaries today must
not repeat the Bolsheviks’ mistake
of building socialism. They thought
that communists could transform a
system still based on wage labor
and markets into a classless society
based on cooperation and sharing.
Instead, the socialist wage-labor
system transformed the communists
into a new capitalist class.

We see the result today in
Ukraine. Russian imperialism is no
less deadly than US/NATO imperi-
alism.

The International Communist
Workers’ Party stands by the core
principle of the 1912 Basel Mani-
festo. “The proletarians consider it
a crime to fire at each other for the
profits of the capitalists. The prole-
tariat is conscious of being at this
moment the bearer of the entire fu-
ture of humankind.”

That future is communism.

Workers in Uniform: Key to Communist Revolution

Our brothers and sisters in the armed forces have a great responsibil-
ity. Instead of defending any rulers’ profits, they must refuse to attack
fellow workers. They should join urban and rural workers and youth to
fight for communist workers’ power.

While US soldiers and sailors are in the Caribbean, some of their
brother and sister soldiers in the US had to line up at food pantries during
the government shut down! They need to refuse orders to shoot Venezue-
lan or any other workers and instead unite with them to get rid of all the
capitalists and imperialists.

In Venezuela, workers are lining up to join the defense of the country
against a US invasion. They too need to fight for their own class inter-
ests, against all the capitalists and imperialists, not to support state cap-
italist Maduro whose oil profits are for his friends while workers go

hungry.

Read our pamphlet:

SOLDIERS, SAILORS,
MARINES: CRUCIAL TO
COMMUNIST
WORKERS’
REVOLUTION

Available at:
icwpredflag.org/mpe.pdf




